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BLOWERS 
MAKE 


WINNERS! 
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GO-KART 
ROUNDUP 


Best in Corvette Glamour Restyling the 


pictorial—page 35 "So 


+ Te Chev 


Electric Windows 
for any car 
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Kart Kit 


29” 


Go Karting is spreading and chances are, 
you're not already among the thousands 
AFFICIANADOS, you'll soon be building 
torrid termite of your own. We're convine 
you can’t touch the high quality of the 

Kit for the price. It contains pre-for 
Chromemoly tube frame members, pneuma \ 
tires on matched-size wheels, BRAND NEW) 
hi-revving engine—in short, THE BEST! Com: 
plete plans and instructions are available for 
$3.95. Look ‘em over, and if you find yod 
can’t get the kart parts locally and save 
money, send the coupon back for full creditiR4 
toward a Go Kart kit. Fair enough? 


NEW 4-COLOR BROCHURE 


You'll be as pleased as we are with the n 
pamphlet that tells all about Go Karting. Many iy 
photos of Karts in action as well as views of 
the new 400 model in kit and kompleted form. 
Information and prices on the potent RACE 
KART are there with a full color exploded 
. < view of the 400 and a price breakdown of 
each individual part. Please enclose 25c for 


fun on whools - U * handling. 
Go MFG. CO. cc-1, 152 E. HUNTINGTON DRIVE @ MONROVIA, CALIFORNIA 














“THE MONEY-SAVING WAY TO MAKE YOUR CAR 
GLITTER AND GLEAM AGAIN” — CAR LIFE MAGAZINE 


REPLATE 
AUTO CHROME 


RIGHT ON YOUR CAR — 
WITH PERMANENT PLATING 


BRINIG BACK NEW-CAR BRILLIANCE 


at last is the car-owner’s answer to all chrome 
++. a way that you can do actual ELECTROPLA 
on your own car. re ae 
bumpers, grille, all auto J You ae a 
CREASE ITS VALUE 


make yourself proud to own wad drive it. With SPEED- 
| brush! And the 
i UCTIBLE PART 


BUMPERS—GRILLWORK—ALL CAR TRIM 
RESTORED TO NEW BRILLIANCE 


p SPEEDPLATER’S wires to your car’s battery, 
dip SPEEDPLATE Brush into the miracle 
ing solution ard plate anywhere around your 
ithout removing any parts. Safe, mild 
nt works FAST—yet uses less battery 
than the tiniest light on your car. 


TESTED AND APPROVED 
BY LEADING 
AUTOMOTIVE MAGAZINES 


DTOR TREND Magazine, New Products Test, July, 1958: 
Pe delibesesely ed « difficuls rest area which was badly pitted and 
"a We ce de eae Speed Pa The final 
i matched the chrome and was entirely satisfactory. Anyone should 
able to obain similar resuks . 
0D & CUSTOM Magazine, New Products Test, April, 1958: 
‘“Speedplarer not only can be used to restore scratched, worn or blistered 
atome on any part of your car, but can be used to plate metal not 
dtomed before . . . For those wishing to plate their own items right at 
Eine wits having o dope doing heb br a that 
s avis out it 
eractly as described, giving a lasting, durable, bri 


Car Dealers & Service Stations Make Big 
Profits with Special Heavy-Duty Outfit 


you can meke TERRIFIC PROFITS placing right in your own shop— 

grille, ew. Increase value of your used cars’ 

o€e cars! Ressore worn chrome areas w bright. new sparkle! Buick Dealer 

- We had excellent results’. Heavy Dury Ouche efecerépletes on cur- 

2 woh banery. Entire Ouckt, COMPLETE, only $34.95. Includes 

ith Permanent Anode, Wires and Clips for Bacery Connection, 

and Compound. Special Grinding Wheel, Stripping 

» quickly make Serk ence cost on your very 

ite i available from us a rockbomom prices. 
BACK GUARANTEE. Order now. IF COD, send $5 deposit. 


REFUND IF NOT COMPLETELY SATISFIED 
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IT PLATES AS YOU BRUSH 
Brings New, Gleaming Beauty to 
Worn, Dull, even Blistered 
Chrome Areas of Y our Car. 


MAKE BIG MONEY PLATING 


Sle cetaicideneinabeneiaesateniecs 
8 out of 10 cars on the road today NEED RE- 
PLATING. You can charge $5.00 for touching-up to $50.00 
for replating an entire car. 
_ Plating is fun, too! You'll get a kick out of taking rusted, 


0 
$5 deposit). 
y T enclose full price, send postpaid. 
understand that 1 must be COMPLETELY SATISFIED or 1 
may return hit within 30-days for immediate CASH REFUND. 
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20 RADIANT ROADSTER 
Bill Moore’s classic ’32 Roadster in modern dress 


24 BLOWERS MAKE WINNERS 
Speed records fall as blower equipped cars prove theory 


32 ACCESSORY OF THE MONTH 
Electric Window Lifts for all cars at a reasonable price 


35 -CORVETTE GLAMOUR 


Siz of the most unusual restyled Corvettes yet seen 


51 GENIE WITH A TOUCH 
New York enthusiast creates sports custom from a Buick 


54 RESTYLING THE '59 CHEVROLET 
Barris Kustom expresses ideas on a brand new model 


58 “HOT KARTS” 
Radical modifications are bred into experimental karts 


epartments 
6 SHOPPING AROUND 68 WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM? 
12 CORRESPONDENCE 78 CUSTOM QUERIES 
83 COMING ATTRACTION 
over 


atured on this month's cover are three shots of Bill Moore's exceptionally well done ‘32 Ford 
Roadster. Winner of 23 trophies, the little rod is an attention getter where ever it's displayed. 
car has many novel features incorporated into its designing. For full information see page 20. 


— Anscochromes by George Barris 
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SHOPPING 


POWR-GARD 


A replacement dipstick, POWR-GARD is 
chromeplated to allow you to observe 
the condition of your oil at a glance. 
Manufacturer states that the replaceable 
magnesium element works to neutralize 
acids and the magnet attached 

attracts the metallic “junk.” Price $7.95 for 
set of transmission and engine sticks. 
Write: New Science Institute, 724-cc 

N. Lake St., Burbank, California. 
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MOSS WHEELS 


Specially designed for quarter-midget race 
cars, Moss announces a new line of 
competition wheels constructed of honey- 
combed patterned aluminum. Builder 
claims a 50% increase in the strength 
of the units. Available in two 

sizes. Aircraft self-locking nuts are 

used in assembly. Knock-off hubs 

and bearings are optional. Price $7.25 —5” 
size; $8.75 — 6” size. Write: Moss 
Engineering Co., 392-cc East Beach Ave, 
Inglewood, Calif. 

















WEE FOLKS WAGON 


Latest small car for children. Features 
battery driven electric motor. Comes } 
with battery charger, two batteries, puncture- 
proof tires, hand brake, forward-reverse 
switch and an ignition locking 

switch. Manufacturer claims that 

it is not too fast to be ——, but 

fast enough to keep up w 

America on wheels. Price: "$300: 00. Write: 
Grant and Grant, 241-cc N. Westmoreland 
Ave., Los Angeles 4, Calif. 
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Casi ae , engineered safety 
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LESS Paint, Chrome & Upholstery 
$10 Shipping Charge Maximum 
Less depending on locale 
F.O.B. Factory 
Colif. Res. Add 4% Sales Tox 


149° 
COMPLETELY ASSEMBLED 


As you know, Bug Engineering has strived in the past to bring to you the 

finest fun car available, yet keeping in the low competitive price range. 

Experimenting goes hand in hand with Engineering to further FUN TIME 

PLEASURE. In all, in the low competitive field, the finest car in the ‘Formula 
e | K’’ Class is the “BUG.” 








For further information send for free color brochure 
(please enclose 10¢ for handling) to: 


iw . : DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
6) engineering P.o. Box 91, CC-1, WEST COVINA, CALIFORNIA 
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SHOPPING 
sia AROUND 


Double Your Cars Power 
M ae} tLe 


2 SAVE up to ‘ap f= RACING 


| Buy direct: Latest Power Kits, Super- This competition head is claimed to é 











char, Fuel ind Oual-Quad 
Exhausts Cams," Heade Manolds, made of the highest quality alumis 
. ri s ’ . 

wing & trim OR ALL CARS. Best Me used in aircraft construction. M 
yh AY mail you oe ee ; wee area ae Fag ge 
dissipation. Large fins help in cool 


‘ — a | 
ATT IIIs aa To en ned exclusively 
VIREO MD ocrr. coer 


the Continental AU7R engine which canbq. 
used in quarter and half midget rao 

Have Your Fun and 

Earn Big Pay, too 


cars. Price $25.00. Write: Hornet Paragos 

2260-cc S. Chestnut, Fresno, Californi 
Leara Avte Mechanics 
at Home in Spare Time 


Tie this tor opportunity! Right 
now, America needs 100,000 
newly-trained mechanics. By 
1967, when 90 million vehicles 
will be on the road, America 
will be short 600,000 mechanics! 
Many earn‘up to $3.00 an hour. 
Learn this well-paid, secure 
trade at home. CTI shop-method 
is easy, fast, sure. Mail coupon 
for free new Catalog and Lesson 
Sample. Act today. 

































LOWERING Kit’ 
Lower that ’58 Chev with this new kit that 















iesel or Body-Fender Rebui sities requires no heat. Simply clamp these 
D - “F R ding t to your springs, and presto your Chev is 
You learn Tune-Up; Overhaul; Electric, Cooling & 4” | uf that 
Lubricating systems; Power Brakes; Power Steer- 2 ower. Man acturer states 

ing; Clutches; Automatic Transmissions; etc. You clamps may be installed in 15 minutes. 
also get Diesel Mechanics or Body-Fender Rebuild- Kit depresses the coils of the 






ing training at no extra cost. 
Train wor Practicing with Tune-Up Kit & Tools 


(included with ead 





springs to bring the front end down for 
that sleek look. Price: $5.95 

set. Write: Schrager Engineering 
8617-cc W. Third St., Los Angeles 

48, California. 






























: Mi 
CTI sends you ssiinbiiieiats Snenetes Tools and Ne 
Tune-Up Kit. Instruments include a Compression : 
Tester, Vacuum Gauge and Fuel Pump Tester, mJ 
Ignition Timing Light; in portable steel case. ha 
MANY STUDENTS EARN CASH as int 
they train. shay fe core on — MAIL is 
own, or work in loca’ Ops. t “ 
all the facts free. Mail coupon TODAY, pi 
now. You can decide later. sa’ 
: COMMERCIAL TRADES INSTITUTE Dept. A-959 3 
1400 Greenleaf Avenve Chicago 26, Illinois § st 





g Send free book, Make Big Money in Auto Mechanics. 

Nissans 
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POTVIN BLOWER KITS 
P¢ : Qe) 
Send $1.00 for POTVIN KITS 
BIG 5O Page (Less Blowers — 
Catalog refund- Approx. List Price) 
able on Ist Cc Olds. V-8's fur 6:71 $312 
purchase. Chrys. V-8's for 6:71 $312 
f Chev. V-8's for 4:71 $312 
Hillborn Injector Kits 
for Potvin Blower Kits 
Either 4- or 6-71 
Complete $245 
Also New 6-71 GMC Biowers 
When Purchased with 
Kit $100 
Good Used Rebuilt 4:71's $175. 
Exclusive Distributor 
OXbow 8-2585 


MOON €QUIP. CO. 






















T-BIRD DISTRIBUTOR 











install, the distributor fits exactly like 
the original equipment. Mechanism 
comes complete, no alterations. Price: 
$49.95. Write: Valley Machine, 307-cc 


Peck Road, El Monte, California. Cc U STOM 
CARS 
ANNUAL 


ONLY 


75¢ 


AT 
NEWSSTANDS 


(Or mail coupon today!) 


















TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Blivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 





MIDGET CAR BRAKE 


eu 
Teer re tee tate ts Peaks “nd Balt |! send me—copies 1959 CUSTOM 
have recently been introduced. A 2-shoe ! CARS ANNUAL. I enclose 85¢ for 
internal expanding brake, the unit I each (covers postage, etc.) 
is designed to fit a 32 sprocket #40 ! 
pitch chain. However, manufacturer 1 
says that models for all chains will soon 1 
be in full production. Made of { 
sturdy steel, the price: $14.95. Write: 1 
Wahlborg Engineering Co., 3103-cc j 
Pacific Coast Highway, Torrance, Calif. j 
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ZONE NO 


Discs ccali calcaneus am cles Gh rae 
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A MIGHTY TOUGH CUSTOMER! 


LUTHER 
HEAVY 
DUTY 

GEAR CASE 
++ $23.00 


Designed for the roughest treatment, this 
beefy but light gear case is precision-machined, 
made of extra-sturdy heat-treated aluminum. 


AVAILASLE WITH NEEDLE BEARINGS OR 
BALL BEARINGS. MAY BE USED WITH 
SPECIAL LUTHER BALL BEARING COVER 
OR STANDARD CONTINENTAL GEAR 
CASE COVER. 


Send for free brochure 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


LUTHER ENGINEERING 


6 Esther Street, CC-1, RYan 1-8197 ¢ Pasadena, Calif. 


aE ph 


Renew dull, faded, worn 
leather or viny! plastic up- 
holstery. Car, plane or boat 
seats, headliners, sidepan- 
els will look new in any 
color. Redesign, customize 
new or used interiors. You 
can change color too! Easi- 
ly applied brush or spray. 


RamCote Flexible Finishes 


(not a paint) impregnates 


leather or vinyl plastic up- 
holstery. Won't: chip or 
peel. Fadeproof, waterproof. 
Use on home & lawn furni- 
ture. Write for free informa- 
tion, color chart, and dealer 
location. 

RAMCOTE, 1141 W. 69th St. 


Chicage 21, til., Dept. CC 


ett 
2 1012 
SEND 236 FOR 
ALUSTRATED LiTe@atuRE 


AMROC ENG. CO. CCI 


RAM(QYOTE 
an 


FINISHES 


Restores — Colors 

Protects Leather 
Leotherefte or 
Vinyl Plastic 


ee Pe SETS 


ISLAND PARK, N. Y. 


SHOPPING 
AROUND 


OVAL TRACK TIMER 


Featuring dual timing which registers 30 
seconds to Yioo second, the new 

oval track timer is claimed to eliminate 
errors and arguments resulting from 
manual timing. Dual or sequential lap tim- 
ing may be used. Unit uses a unique 
magnetic locking system for the panel- 
mounted time pieces allowing quick 
removal and winding. For price, write: 
The Chrondek Company, Dept-cc, Box 
131c2, La Verne, California. 


MIDGET SLICKS 


Designed to fit quarter, half midgets and 
go-karts, A-1 Tires have announced their 
latest in racing slick tires. They are 
available in either grooved or ungrooved 
: with a four inch flat tread. Tires 
are made from exclusive rubber compound. 
Most popular sizes are now available. 

For prices and further information, write: 
-1 Tire Service, Dept-cc, 1217 West 
Valley, El Monte, California. 
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CLUB JACKETS 


SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR CAR CLUBS 


Many models and dozens of color com- 
binations. 

Styling, lettering, and emblems are 
finest in the nation. 

Prices include all lettering and emblems. 
$13.50 to $25.00 in club lots of 6 or 
more. 

No individual orders — 6 minimum. 


*® Free Literature. 


SEND 25¢ TODAY For complete catalog on Emblems, 
dockets, Decals, Plaques, Novelties — including informo- 
tion on how to stort your club. 


40% HORSEPOWER INCREASE! “™~ 


Cragar Supercharger Kits are designed to adapt the é 
popular G.M.C. Blower unit to most late model OHV- ¢ 
V8 engines. This means a 40% Horsepower increase. 

FITS FORD, CHEVROLET, MERCURY, BUICK, OLDSMOBILE, 
CADILLAC AND CHRYSLER O.H.V. V8 ENGINES 

See your Dealer or send for free catalog today. 


(:TT79 auto parts, Inc. 
LUdlow 7-5229 


3633 East Gage Ave., Bell 13, California 


SUPERCHARGER KIT 


A-1 Tire Service 


SLICKS FOR YOUR 
VY, MIDGETS, 2 MIDGETS 
AND GO KARTS 
Made out of Special Blended Racing 
Rubber — Grooved or Ungrooved 


4” flat tread 


See Your Local Quarter Midget Dealer 
For America’s Finest Quarter Midget Slick 


Courtesy to Deolers All inquiries answered 


1217 W. VALLEY - C1 + EL MONTE, CALIF. 
GI 4-1078 CU 3-4265 
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For all CUSTOM CARS a STOCKERS 
CAR NAME DECALS BY BARON & ROTH 


These names are the latest from the Crazy Painters. 10” 
x 2” triple coated gold hand lettered names. Every rod 
and custom should have one. Wrap them as oa gift or 
put them on your own cor. $1.00 per name or 6 for $5.00. 


° PURPLE PEOPLE EATER + REBEL ae ° RUMBLE 

WAGON - RUSTED BUSTED ¢ YELLER DOG - NIGHT 
TRAIN * ROCKIN ROBIN * WAY OUT WILLY + LITTLE 
STAR ¢ LITTLE JEWEL + ALIBI KART © TAKEELA 


Also don't forget to order your scalloped decals, 6 for 
$5.00; and individually styled Wierd-O Shirts $5.00 
each in time for Christmas delivery. Personally auto- 
graphed picture of the Crazy Painters with each order 
on request. 


THE CRAZY PAINTERS, BARON & ROTH 
9001 Atiantic, South Gate, Calif., Dept. C-1 LO. 6-4363 


Meas MORE MONEY 


You are 
lane 
airPe ime 


i 


NATIONAL 
leaped estivted 


SNGELES 37 CALIFORNIA 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS, DEPT. D1E-19 
4000 S. FIGUEROA ST., LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. 


Rush free Auto Diesel ‘‘Opportunity’’ Book and 
sample lesson. No salesman will call. 
NAME__ __AGE 
ADDRESS a 
CITY. _ZONE___STATE__ 
(C0 Check if interested ONLY in Resident Training at Los Angeles. 
VETERANS: Give date of Discharge 
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Dear Sir: PAI 

I am sending you a snapshot of my '50 Our en 
Ford. Originally this car was a club coupe. pily dé 
The top was chopped 314”, the headlight tems r 
were hand formed with '53 Buick in mind weds. T 


FRANTIC FORD 






















The grille is from a '55 Chrysler rear bumper, 
The bumpers are from a ’51 Ford, grille shell 
is reformed and splash pans are molded tp | 
fenders. Hood is rounded and has an airscoop, | 
The side trim is ‘55 Buick, bubble skirts are 
hand formed. Doors and windows are oper- 
ated electrically. The rear quarters are ex- 
tended 14” with 54 Olds lenses built into 
them. It has a continental kit, and the gas 
tank filler is hidden in the trunk. It has a 
white vinal Carson built top, which is remov- 
able. The interior has black and white rolls 
and pleats and rugs. It is bored, ported & 
relieved; has Jahns aluminum pistons, Offy 
heads and manifold, Belond headers, Mallory 
ignition and a truck clutch. The car is also 
lowered 5” in rear and 3” up front with 
blocks and cut coils and reworked A frames. 
It took over two years to build. 

I would be very honored to see my car in 
your great magazine. 
— Edward Meritai 

East Paterson, N. J. 


CHEV 

; PREXY’S CAR lust. wh 

Dear Sir: stalling 
As president of the “Kingpins Auto and fat he 
Rod Club, Inc.,” here in Illinois I would like |" ft 
to see one of our cars printed in your maga- |ise yo 
zine. The club has a fine library of auto books, tery an 
Custom Cars and Car Craft (Honk) since the |, 
first issues. tadio, \ 
Enclosed is a shot of my 56 Ford Vic, - af 
deposit 

CONTINUED |JANU/ 
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PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


50 (Our engineering department is continu- 
*. bily developing new and improved 
iS ems manufactured to aircraft stand- 
d'trds. To give you the PERFORMANCE 
you want with the RELIABILITY 
ov need. 


HRST CHOICE BY TOP DRIVERS & MECHANICS 
See you at the Phoenix 


Reces December 26, 
27, end 28. 

































See your local dealer or send 25¢ for brochure and 
new price list. 
Authorized Continental Sales & Service 


eons aa 


5926 Noble ream ea prea are e ST. 5-5464 


TORNADO EQUIPMENT 


OD We 


Uses smail 6 in. diameter headlights with same size 
seal beam as 1958 cars. Chrome-like finish for that cus- TORNADO STREAMLINED HEADLIGHT BRACKETS 


fom appearance. Easily attached to frame. Sturdy alu- Chrome-like finish for that custom appearance. Easil 
sinum. highly polished. Brackets only......$16.95 pr. sitached te frame. Strong, heavy slumaom, ’ 
Headlights, prime painted.............--.20+ $7.50 ea. highly polished. Brackets chy aceieknaianomcnichia $11.95 























Headlights, chrome plated.................+ $9.95 ea. HEADLIGHTS for above. Black enamel, 
SE I FE iro cvnvcccsvcececosaccscaes $16.00 
CHEV’ V-8 G-VOLT STARTER TORNADO HEAVY DUTY STEERING ARM 


These are designed to be used in 
conjunction with 37 to 48 Ford cross 
steering spindles when adapted to a 
= with -*~ link side — 

A must on 28 to 31 Modei and 
32 to 34 V-8 when changing to hy- 
draulic brakes with the above spindles. 
$7.50 (chromed add $2.50). 


just what you need when in- 
stalling Chev V-8 engine in 
fat head Fords, Plymouths, 
Chev 6s, Jeeps, etc. Requires 
WO alterations to fiywheel. 
Use your present 6-volt bat- 
tery and generator. No need 
fo buy new 12-volt battery, Write Dept. CC-1 
change lights, gauges, heater, SPEED SHOP Ph. TEmpiebar 2-9686 
fadio, voltage regulator, etc. Use stock Chev distribu- 1143 E. 14th St., Oakland 6, Calif. 
tor & 6-volt coil. Fits ali 55-58 Chev engines except = = 7 

i : Quonti Prices to Dealers. Write on your 
5 ce. = Starter & Soleneié $47.50, F.0.8. $10.00 ae. All Prices F.0.B. Oakland 
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LETTERS 


CONTINUED 





which is well known around these parts and 
I hope you have room to place it. 

I have removed all the garbage from both 
hood and deck along with door handles and 
locks. The doors and rear deck are operated 


For that 3-D 
BEAUTY . . Get 






FITS ALL MODELS OF THE 55-56 
FORD AND 55-56 PLYMOUTH 


CUSTOM SKIRTS MADE TO ORDER 





electrically. The gas filler was placed where 
‘it belongs in the trunk and parts from Ford/ 








mites Lye! | tie al we oe nee 
; ST ymouth grille, ubs and ’ ord tai 
Sand Sor toe Sinvatove WARREN AVE. lenses finish off the auto. I have installed 


CHRISTOPHER 


ETROIT 10 fourteen switches under the dash for cut offs 
& SONS + MANUFACTURERS 


te 7 
ICHIGAN for doors, trunk, lights and other equipment. 





— Ronald W. Reilly 


NEW Yq & i, MIDGET Chicago, Illinois 
If your club has more cars as nice as yours, 
MAGNETOS 


Ron, we would appreciate seeing them.— Ed. 
- @ Designed and tested far 


beyond maximum engine rpm I would like to enter my pictures in your 


© Manufactured by the builders magazine. It is a ‘52 Chev club coupe. It has 
of the last 7 consecutive Indy been painted silver blue. It has been lowered 
500 winners. More competition 5” in the front and 3” in the rear. It has been 


victories than all other makes combined. 


CLEAN AND COOL 
Dear Sir: 









®@ Eliminates Battery 


Ball Bearing mounted, Alnico Rotating 
Magnet 


Pivotiess Aircraft type points 
Molded coil 


Write for free technical 
brochure 





SALES and nosed and decked and the door handles re- 

Saauied moved. There are pipes and headers and a 
‘50 Olds one piece windshield. The teeth ir 
the grille are sprayed with color chrome, in 


AXmiaster 28137 peot. 
500 W. Vernon Ave. C-1 dark blue and the gas cover is louvered. 


— Don Love 
Lakewood, Calif. 


ad CONTINUED 
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MOSS 2 














































- MOSS ENGINEERING CO., noted midget race car 
builder introduces the Y% Midget for entire Family 
th Fun; designed for youngsters and odults alike. 
d BIG OPPORTUNITIES for qualified dealers — 
d Write or Wire Today for full details. 
Se? 
© This Safety-engi- = 
neered race-ready s 
MOSS ¥% MIDJET ns 
with latest feotures s 
of today's big race ie 
cars, ‘ 
© Tempered Fibre- 
glass bodies in 
thrilling colors. ec 
" © Fully chromed Hanks for ovtographed 
and upholstered. © Choice of 3h.p. © Extra sturdy, 1957 Indy racing photo 
® Adjustable tor- Continental engine light weight ond illustrated brochure on 
sion-bar suspension or 7 h.p. McCulloch aircraft-type frame the % and % MOSS MID- 
for weight transfer. with clutch. for odded safety. JET c/o Dept. CC-1 


—————— l,l Ol] 
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SERVICE CENTER y 
> Custom Parts & Speed Equipment « 


15729 S$. Atlontic * Dept. CC-1 
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LOWERING SPECIALISTS 


There are many ways to lower the front “of your car. The aathien of the coils — the cutting of the coils 
— but if you want perfect stock ride, the support kit is the only way that does not change the steering 
geometry. These kits can be installed by anyone with a few hand tools. Instructions are in the kit. If 
your car is not listed on this sheet, please send for prices. 


YEAR; YEAR 
MAKE OF CAR & MODEL DROP PRICE | MAKE OF CAR & MODEL DROP PRICE 
BUICK *1949 to 1956 2 $34.95 LINCOLN *1949 to 1951 3 $39.95 
2 1 2 69.95 1952 to 1957 2 69.95 
CADILLAC *1949 to 1956 **2 34.95 MERCURY *1949 to 1953 3 39 
1957 2 69.95 1954 to 1957 2 69. 
CHEVROLET *1949 to 1954 2 34.95 OLDSMOBILE *1949 to 1956 °*2 34. 
1955 to 1957 2 69.95 1957 2 69.95 
CHRYSLER (DeSoto, 1946 to 1956 3 34.95 PONTIAC *1949 to 1956 *°*Z 34.95 
Dodge & Plymouth) 1957 2 69.95 1957 2 69.95 
FORD *1949 to 1953 3 39.95 PACKARD *1949 to 1957 **2 39.95 
1955 to 1957 2 69.95 PLYMOUTH 1942 to 1956 **2 34.95 


All yean models marked thus (*) should also have dropped steering arms installed in conjunction 
with the lowering supports to insure correct steering geometry. Dropped steering arms are priced at 
$10.00 per pair. 

All drops are-a standard 2 inches but those marked thus (**) may be obtained in a 3 inch drop 
if desired. 


All parts are sold on an exchange basis and a $10.00 core charge will be made on all kits except 
the $69.95 kits which carry a $30.00 core charge. 
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QUARTER MIDGET 


FO.B TRACK 
MASTERS INC 


NOW AVAILABLE—HALF MIDGETS 


©@ FULLY INDEPENDENT 4-WHEEL SUSPENSION 

© BALL JOINT WITH LOWER A-FRAMES AND 
TOP TRANSVERSE LEAF SPRING 

© UNIQUE WIDE PIVOT SWING AXLES WITH 
LEAF SPRING 

© CHAIN DRIVE THRU FRAME-MOUNTED LARGE 
SPROCKET AND SPICER U-JOINT 

e@ FRONT SUSPENSION DESIGN ALLOWS 
FULL ADJUSTMENTS FOR TOE-IN 

© CASTER AND CAMBER REAR SUSPENSION 
HAS ADJUSTABLE TOE-IN 

© SPRING DESIGN PERMITS WEDGING FOR 
ASPHALT TRACKS 

®@ SAFETY EQUIPMENT INCLUDES ROLL BAR 
AND SAFETY BELT 


TRACK MASTERS INC. 


9116 Van Nuys Bivd., CC-1, Van Nuys, Calif. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


NO MORE WORRY ABOUT WEAR 
ON YOUR AU7R CRANKSHAFT! 


with Wilson's Hardfacing and Re-grinding process. 
Welded with 
Special 
Friction-Reducing 
Hardfaced Alloy. 
Gives Longer- 
Wearing Bearing 
Surface — Higher 
RPM —Tops for 
Racing. 


$1750 


Processed on 
your crankshaft 


CONTINENTAL RACING 
CAMS FOR TROPHY DASH 
PERFORMANCE 

3 Fast Grinds to 

choose from: %—Full 

& Super Track. All cams 
built up ond hard 

faced. In the East, 
WILSON CAMS ore 
stocked by Langhorne 
Speed Shop 


Langhorne, Pa. 


(Dealer inquiries invited) 


Dempsey Wilson 


RACING CAMS Dept. CC-1 
4667 W. Rosecrans Ave., Hawthorne, Calif. 





KERILETTER: 


FIBERGLASS FLEETLINE 
Dear Sir: 

Here is our conception of a way out 
Chevy Fleetline. Although it is only in 
‘primer as yet, we hope it may serve as ah 
to other persons who may be austomiz 
this model. This was done on a college bud 


0.5 


of less than $200.00. The connaghiee proj 
was accomplished by using a plastic fibergl 
product called “Bondo.” Since the success! 
result of our first car, we are doing a sm 


amount of custom work on weekends. 
Thanks for your help. 


— Bill Rabn and Ray Riley 
Wichita, Kansas 


We would like to see the finished project, 
lows. You have a great start.— Ed. 


RIVERSIDE RUNABOUT 
Dear Sir: 
I enjoy reading your magazine very much. 
Enclosed is a picture of my white '52 Ford 
Sunliner convertible. Itc has a custom top, 


electric doors, a 53 Chev grille, side exhaust 
pipes, bubble skirts, and custom interior. 


— Joe Kowaleski 
Riverside, N. J. 


The installation of the Chevy grille looks es- 
pecially nice, Joe.— Ed. 


CAR CRAFT) JAI 





GIVE GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS 


0CAK, 
CRAE'T 


AT THESE SPECIAL LOW RATES: 
rinst susscription SSD CYC) 


EACH ADDITIONAL 

SUBSCRIPTION ONLY 7) * 5 Coa 
You can't guarantee Santa coming down the 
chimney in the middie of summer, but you can give 
your automotive-minded friends a present that will 
bring them Christmas cheer 12 times a year. It’s 
CAR CRAFT, tops with car fans all year long! 

With these exclusive holiday rates, you can give 
a year of CAR CRAFT for just $2 — and each addi- 
tional subscription is only $1.50! You'll be doing 
your friends a real favor, and be getting those 
Christmas shopping chores out of the way at the 
same time. 

CAR CRAFT Christmas gift subscriptions are 
easy to give — all you do is fill out the handy 
order form below — we take care of all the mailing 
details. We even send an attractive gift card with 
your name inscribed, so be sure to tell us how to 
sign your name. Don't forget — you may include 
your own new or renewal subscription at the same 
bargain prices. 

Take advantage of this exceptional offer today 
— use the form below to give CAR CRAFT, America’s 
No. 1 customizing handbook ! 






















poo + 
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Include my own C) NEw 
subecription te: Ff (7) EXTEND 





state 
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I SUBSCRIPTION GIFTS, CAR CRAFT j 
| 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. | 
| Enclosed is my payment of $_____ for one full year subscription at $2.00 I 
and____full year gifts at $1.50 each. [1] cash [J check [] money order | 
| Send 1 yeer OC NEW 
gift of street 
CAR CRAFT to: (— EXTEND os mn : 
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| 1 | 
| Send 1 year C0 NEw a ] 
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THESE SPECIAL RATES GOOD ONLY WHEN SENT DIRECT TO PUBLISHER! 
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Cherry little '32 roadster is trophy winner for Bill 
Moore of San Jose, California. Builder of Moore’s 
rod was Ivano Daili of San Francisco, Calif. Lacquer 
job is carried out in orange-gold with highlights 
added by wild striping and liberal use of chrome. 


"48 Merc mill with 296 cubes is 
bored and stroked, has Weber 
cam, Jahns pistons, Edelbrock 
10:1 hi-compression heads, 
ports enlarged and polished, 
and 3 Strombergs on an Edel- % 
brock manifold. Note chrome. & 


Showpiece rod has 3-inch drop- 
ped front axle, with tube shocks 
on car all the way around; anti- 
sway bar helps to stabilize rear 
end. ‘39 Ford trans is filled to 
capacity with 26-tooth Zephyrs. 
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pe 3 Ne 
Full complement of important gauges are 
easy to read by driver sitting in plush up- 
holstered interior. Gold and champagne 
colored freize and Naugahyde were used. 








\JROADSTER 


Photes by George Borris 
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cove 
tips 
Nev 
ing 
com 
Deuce grille chopped 6-inches and special out 
3-piece hood with louvers to provide air plec 
exit grace front of car. '40 Ford hydraulic friez 
brakes are used on roadster as are ‘50 sche 
GMC headlights. Nerf bars protect front. the 


All four wheels were reversed and are 
chrome plated. Components used were ‘48 
Merc and '54 Buick on front, and '48 Chrys- 
ler, ‘54 Buick on rear wheels. Center 
section of wheels have extended bullets. 
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Rear portion of 6-inch channeled roadster has Pontiac taillights mounted i 
covered with weird stripe work by Jeffries and guarded by tube nerf-bumper. Exhaust pipe 
tips have been routed downward to keep the exhaust gases from messing up car's finish. 


Never to be forgotten in build- 
ing a show car is the rear trunk 
compartment. Neatly detailed- 
out luggage carrier features 
pleat and roll Naugahyde and 
frieze material, matching color 
scheme of interior. Gas tank is 
the raised section of the trunk. 


JANUARY, 1959 





BLOWERS 


WV HATEVER ELSE they may have ac- 

complished, the Bonneville Speed Trials 
and the National Drags at Oklahoma City in 
1958 emphasized with record-breaking per- 
formances that blowers for competition hot 
rods are here to stay. A fellow with any idea 
of attending these meets in 1959 with the 
intention of bringing home a trophy had 
better start playing with a blower setup right 
now; otherwise, chances are he'll be better off 
staying home and reading about the events in 
CAR CRAFT. 

Topics of conversation for hot rodders in- 
dulging in their favorite sport of bench racing 
include everything from reground camshafts 
to rear axle ratios but the one that invariably 
creates a sensation of excitement unequalled 
by any of the others is anything to do with 


blowers. Superchargers, the more technical 
term for blowers, have had this magical effect 
on performance-minded drivers almost since 
the beginning of the automobile. 

From the terrific interest hot rodders show 
in superchargers it would seem that there 
would be more activity with them. Although 
blowers have been used as standard equip- 
ment for short periods of time on a few 
makes of automobiles and there has been a 
small group of blower advocates in the hot 
rod group that has been working with them 
for years, only during the last two or three 
years have they become sufficiently popular to 
form a genuine threat to normally-aspirated 
engines. Much of the recent popularity is due 
to the availability of blower adaptor kits now 
being made by several companies. Some of 
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Speed records fall 


‘as blower equipped 
dragsters and stream- 


liners prove super- 
charging theory 


BY DON FRANCISCO 


Photos by Rickman, D'Olivo 


these companies are the Cragar Equipment 
Co., Latham Manufacturing Co., McCulloch 
Motors Corp., Potvin Engineering, and Tom 
Beatty Automotive Engineering. These kits 
have made it possible for any interested per- 
son to install a blower on his engine in the 
same manner he would install any other 
piece of bolt-on equipment. 

One of the things that have held super- 
chargers back is that a certain amount of 
technical know-how is required to make an 
engine fitted with one of them perform as it 
should and stay together. Combustion pres- 
sures in a supercharged engine are so much 
higher than those in a normally-aspirated en- 
gine that it becomes absolutely imperative for 
the engine to have sturdy pistons, be correctly 
assembled, and be tuned correctly if it is to 
withstand these pressures successfully and gain 
full advantage from the blower. 

The big step to a supercharger is the nor- 
mal one for a hot rodder to take after he 
has achieved all he can with more convention- 
al engine conversion methods. This is especial- 
ly true of competition events in which 
chemical superchargers, such as nitromethane, 
are banned by rules. In fact, the NHRA 
ultimatum that only gasoline be used at their 
meets gave supercharging for competition 
engines the biggest boost it has ever had. The 
primary purpose of the ultimatum was to 

CONTINUED 


GMC blower fitted with Hilborn fuel injector on Cadillac ohv 
engine. Blower is driven by a single-row roller chain of the type 


used on motorcycles. There's no slippage in a drive of this type. 





MAKE 
WINNERS 


This is an exceptionally clean 
GMC blower installation on an 
Olds engine. The blower instal- 
lation kit was made by Tom 
Beatty Automotive Engineering 
Co. Carburetion for blower is 
provided by dual four-throat 
carburetors made for a Pontiac. 


SAN) ae A ee 

3 SN? Foe , 

This is one of the more popular GMC blower installations. The blower is mounted on a 
Potvin adaptor that enables it to be driven at crankshaft speed. The installation is of 
the ‘‘closed-face”’ type that uses Hillborn injector nozzles in the intake manifolds and 
throttle valves on the inlet side of blower. Manifolds and outlet housing are aluminum. 


26 CAR CRAFT 


hg 









~ 
= 


eR SS SO 2 


SE OID 





make drag racing safer by reducing the speeds 
of dragsters to keep them within a safe range 
for the many drag strips in use. A secondary 
purpose was to further the mechanical 
development of competition engines by elimi- 
nating the tremendous horsepower boosts 
possible with the wizardry of chemistry. Im- 
mediate drops in speeds were noticed after the 
gas ruling went into effect but the speeds soon 
started to rise as fellows began installing and 
experimenting with blowers. At this time the 
highest quarter-mile speed for a gasoline 
burning car is 159.01 mph. This speed was 
turned by Tom Ivo driving his GMC-blown 
Chrysler engined dragster at the L.A.DS. 
drag strip at Long Beach, Califorinia. 

There is some controversey among drag 
racers as to the pros and cons of blower- 
equipped dragsters. One faction believes that 
although a dragster with a supercharged 
engine has a chance of reaching a higher top 





Tom Beatty's Olds powered lakester runs a 6-71 GMC blower mounted on a 
manifold and driven by parts designed and manufactured by Beatty. With this 
setup blower is driven by 12 V belts. Car set new Lakester record at 232 mph. 


JANUARY, 1959 








speed in a quarter-mile than an unblown car, 
the unblown car will travel the distance with 
a lower elapsed time. (This was not borne out 
at the ‘58 National Drags. The car that had 
the lowest ET of the meet, plus the highest 
speed for cars powered by automotive engines, 
had a GMC-blown Chrysler engine). Their 
reasoning for this is that a blown car must 
necessarily be heavier than an unblown one, 
due to the weight of the blower and its 
adaptor, and that the car with the blown 
engine is harder to drive off the line due to 
its less sensitive throttle response. 

Weight is a critical factor in any drag car, 
especially dragsters, and it is entirely spossible 
that the weight of a blower and its related 
equipment could be just enough to tip the 
clock in favor of a car that isn’t penalized 
with this extra baggage. However, this is 
drawing the line quite fine and if such a thing 
is true we may be reaching the point where 
CONTINUED 
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a dragster may require a specially bred fly- 
weight throttle stomper if it is to have a 
chance with the competition. 

The problem of getting off the line with 
a blown car as quickly as with one that is 
unblown because of lack of throttle sensitivity 
is due to the fact that the blowers now in 
use don’t start to boost manifold pressure 
until the speed of rotation of the engine’s 
crankshaft reaches a point considerably 
higher than it is turning for possibly the 
first third of the way to the finish line. Dur- 
ing this time the engine is breathing through 
the blower and its duct work and this isn’t 
conducive to good carburetion. The car gets 
under way in good shape when the blower 
begins to make itself felt bue by that time 
an unblown competitor could be so far ahead 
that although the blown car reaches a higher 
top speed due to its better acceleration over 
the last two-thirds of the course, the un- 
blown car could beat it to the finish line. 
These are the theories and in many instances 
they seem to bear out. 


BLOWERS 


MAKE 


To gain full advantage of a blower in. 
stallation for drag use it would seem logical 
to devise some means of running the engine 
from the starting line to the final light at 
a speed high enough that would enable the 
blower to be working all the time. This 
would require slippage somewhere in the 
car’s driveline between the engine’s flywheel 
and the surface of the strip that would en- 
able the engine to run fast enough for the 
blower to work but still exert maximum for. 
ward acceleration on the car. Certain aspects 
of this problem aren’t new to the automotive 
industry; for many years they have been the 
basis of the industry’s work on automatic 
transmissions. 

Automobile manufacturers have tried to 
solve the engine speed to car speed problem 
with hydraulic torque convertors but nothing 
they have built would be suitable for use in 
a dragster. This leaves two other possibilities. 
One of these is to rely on clutch slippage, 
which would tend to shorten the life of the 
clutch, even if it were one of the new twin- 


ABOVE « A Potvin GMC blower installa- 
tion on a Cadillac engine. This instal- 
lation utilizes intake manifolds of the 
pre-fab type that were supplied in all 
early Potvin kits. LEFT - Three aircraft 
updraft carburetors used on the blower 
shown above. These carburetors provide 
in excess of ten square inches of venturi. 
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disc types, and the other is to depend on 
wheel spin. Wheel spin is the method being 
eye-balled at the present time by the owners 
of many drag cars. The method used to gain 
the slippage is that of moving the engine 
forward in the frame to take some of its 
weight off the car's rear wheels. This is a 
reversal from conventional dragster practice, 
which requires as great a percentage of a 
car's weight as possible to be carried by its 
rear wheels. With an ideal combination of 
weight on the rear wheels, driving tire tread 
width, tire inflation pressure, clutch action, 
and driver ability, controlled slippage and 
the greater horsepower developed by the en- 
gine in a blown dragster should enable the 
car to consisténtly establish not only higher 
top speeds than that of unblown cars, but 
also to go the distance in lower elapsed 
times. However, achieving an ideal combina- 
tion of the many factors required for the 
correct amount of slippage may not be much 
easier than the so far unsuccessful effort to 
orbit a rocket around the moon. 

The driver of a dragster hasn't any time 
for goofing off from the time the starter 
drops the flag to the time he gets his car 
stopped but I’m afraid his job will be even 
more difficult as wheel spin is increased. It is 
almost impossible to get two tires to grip 
the surface of a strip exactly the same, and 
the tire that is getting the best bite is the 
one that determines the direction the car 
will want to follow. Fortunately, under most 
conditions the tires share the driving effort 
fairly evenly, enabling a good driver to usu- 
ally keep his car traveling straight. But occa- 
sionally a car does get sideways coming off 
the starting line and, until drivers learn to 
cope with the greater loss of traction, this 
may be seen more frequently as wheel spin 
is increased. 

At Bonneville a different condition exists 
for blown cars. Traction is still a problem 
but the problem differs from that for drag- 
ging in that the traction must be maintained 
at high car speeds instead of off the starting 
line. There is plenty of room in which to 
get the car under way. This eliminates any 
adverse condition that might arise from poor 
throttle response at low speeds and enables 
the brute horsepower made possible by a 
blower to be used to full advantage. 

The really fast cars at Bonneville now are 
streamliners that-are fitted with two or more 
engines. However, it is interesting to note 
that the record for these streamliners, which 
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McCulloch blower on a Chrysler engine. 
The blower supplies air under pressure 
to a standard Hilborn injector by means 
of a fabricated steel box that has sep- 
arated openings for each of the inlets. 










Another GMC installation but this one is 
on a flathead Mercury engine. Drive for 
this blower is five V belts and carbure- 
tion is by six two-throat Stromberg car- 
buretors with a separate fuel line each. 
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was established in 1958 by Mickey Thomp- 
son in a car with two Chrysler engines, is, 
at 266.866 mph, less than 29 mph faster 
than Tom Beatty’s lakester record of 232.987 
mph established with an open-wheeled car 
with a belly tank body driven by a single 
supercharged Olds. Also, Thompson’s car had 
a four-wheel drive chassis that no doubt gave 
it an edge on traction. 

Something that would seem to make a 
blower desirable for Bonneville is the 4200- 
foot altitude of the sale flats. At this altitude 
a normally-aspirated engine loses approxi- 
mately 14 percent of its sea level horsepower. 
With a 300 horsepower engine this amounts 
to 42 horsepower. Losses of this magnitude 
can cost a car several mph in top speed. 

A necessary prerequisite for a budding 
hot rodder is a greater than average share of 
mechanical ingenuity in his makeup. The 
results of this ingenuity were clearly appar- 
ent in the many different blower installations 
seen at the National Drags and Bonneville. 
Most of the installations were made with 


kits available from the companies mentioned 
previously but in nearly all instances the hot 
rodder had changed some part of the installa 
tion to make it conform to his ideas. Many 
of the blown engines didn’t run as well as 
they should have but it’s not a secret that it 
takes a lot more time to learn how to tune 
a blown engine than it does to install the 
blower. But some of the also-rans at the ‘58 
events may be the boys who shut down the 
competition in '59, 

Blowers seen at Bonneville and the Drags 
represented the complete line of those readily 
available at the present time. GMC units of 
all sizes formed an overwhelming majority 
but there were also McCulloch and Latham 
units to be seen. Those of the GMC variety 
were fairly well divided between installations 
mounted ahead of the engine and driven 
directly by the crankshaft and installations 
on top of the engine and driven by V-belts, 
timing belts, or by roller chains. 

Mounting a GMC blower in front of the 
engine and driving it directly by the crank- 


BLOWERS MAKE WINNERS 
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Another positive type of drive is provided by a ‘‘timing belt."" Timing belts are of rubber 


and steel construction and they have rectangular teeth on their drive side that mesh 
with grooves in the drive and driven pulley. An idler pulley is used to keep the belt 
tight. This GMC blower is fitted with a fuel and air metering injector made by Hilborn. 
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shaft provides the advantage of a positive 
driving means that doesn’t slip, but such a 
setup has the disadvantage of limiting the 
blower’s speed to crankshaft speed. Limiting 
blower speed in this manner makes it neces- 
sary to use a blower that has a large output 
capacity in relation to the size of the engine 
if adequate manifold pressure boost is to be 
realized. A blower mounted on top of the 
engine and driven by belts or a chain can be 
driven at any desired speed in relation to 
crankshaft speed by using driving and driven 
pulleys or sprockets of the correct diameters. 
This enables a small blower to give the same 
results as a larger direct-driven blower, or for 
a larger blower to become effective at lower 
crankshaft speéds and to deliver a higher 
maximum manifold pressure boost to the en- 
gine at high engine speeds than it could if it 
were operated at crankshaft speed. 

The disadvantage of a V-belt drive on a 
blower capable of high boost pressure is that 
the life of the belts is comparatively short 
and there is a good chance that the blower’s 


The high drive ratio of the 
compact Latham blower on this 
Chevy V8 is indicated by large 
diameter drive pulley and small 
driven pulley. High impeller 
speeds are important in this type 
blower to enable it to pump the 
air necessary for big engines. 


JANUARY, 1959 


output will be restricted by belt slippage. 
Under some conditions timing belts and 
chains can be harmful to a blower simply 
because they don’t have any slippage. Some 
degree of flexibility between the crankshaft 
and the blower’s driven shaft is desirable 
during rapid engine acceleration and de- 
celeration so the gears and other moving 
parts in the blower will not be damaged 
by inertia forces when sudden changes are 
made in their speed of rotation. This is not 
as important with a direct-drive blower 
because its speed of rotation in relation to 
the crankshaft is considerably less than with 
belt or chain-diven setups. 

Fuel was fed to engines fitted with GMC 
blowers through many different arrangements. 
Blowers mounted on top of their engine had 
either multiple carburetors or Hilborn injec- 
tors that bolted to their inlet side. Those 
mounted on Potvin and other direct-drive 
adaptors were fitted with three different types 
of carburetion systems. One of these was 

continued on page 76 


Two McCulloch blowers con- 
nected in parallel, as on this 
engine, double the quantity of 
air delivered to the engine. If 
the blowers were connected in 
series, as in two-stage setups, 
the pressure of the air, instead 
of the quantity, would be in- 
creased. Blowers feed two carb- 
suretors of type used on Fords. 





ELECTRIC WINDOW LIFTS 
for all cars 


ACCESSORY OF THE MONTH 


IF SOMEONE TOLD you that power windows for your car were only as far away as your 

nearest automotive accessory store—you would more than likely cast a doubtful look 
in his direction. Then when he added that all this luxury could be had for the inexpensive 
price of thirty-five dollars — you'd know that the men in the white suits were not too far off. 
But the facts are true. The AMT Corporation has just released a revolutionary self-contained 
power unit for converting manually operated windows to electrically operated windows in 
one easy step. The power window-lifts, universal and smartly designed, can be adapted to any 
model within an hour's time, The installation, merely a bolt-on procedure, proves such an 
easy task that even the door paneling is left undisturbed. After removing the standard handle 
cranks, the power units are slipped onto the window crank’s shaft, secured by means of 
specially designed clips, then wire neatly routed to electrical connections. The power-lifts are 
available for either 6 or 12 volt electrical system; specify when ordering. For further informa- 
tion write: AMT Corporation, 200-cc Briggs Building, Birmingham, Michigan. 
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1. Window-lifts come ready to install with 2. After removing handle cranks it’s a 
full instructions for wiring. Price $35.50. good idea to trim rough edges of opening. 


3. Nylon ball adapter is installed. Make 4. Power unit is now slipped into position 
sure that serrations on shaft/crank match. and attachment holes marked, then drilled. 
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ELECTRIC WINDOW LIFTS 


3 
' 


5. Wiring is fed through shaft's opening, 56. Power unit is now secured to door with 
then strung along hinge and up to dash. specially designed clips furnished in kit. 


» 


7. Buttoning up the unit consists of wiring, 8. Driver's unit features dual controls while 
then adapting the attractive cover shield. the passenger side has a single button. 
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OWNER 


e RV ED Bob McNulty 
GLAMOUR euitoer 


Owner 


Side 
minu 
Gir-s 


Outward sweeping fins are formed of fiberglass and contain handmade red Lucite lenses. 
Car receives sparkle from Moon discs, lakes pipes and nerf-bar type bumper separated by 
chrome accessory knobs. Bob has taken home five first place trophies from auto shows. 
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Bob McNulty bought his '55 Corvette in a wrecked condition for $600 and by doing all 
the work himself rebuilt the car to its present immaculate shape for $500. Grille consists 
of Corvette ‘‘teeth’’ and chrome spinners mounted neatly in the extended nose section. 










Photos by Frank Faraone 





Side vents and hood were made from alvu- 
minum so they could be louvered. Slit-type 
air-scoops allow more air to the engine. 
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Pleat and roll interior was done in white 
Naugahyde with red beading by Darol's 
mother. Floor rugs are done in contrasting 
red with white trim. ‘‘Glitter’’ covers dash. 
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Another do-it-yourselfer is Darol Jorgensen 
of South Gate, California. He used fiber- 
glass for all modifications. Taking advantage of a recent styling trend, 
he used an Impala top scoop. Car is painted Candy Red/Gold scallops. 


Photos by Pat Brollier 


Front fenders are extended to provide ‘‘shades"’ for ‘58 Ford quad headlights, mounted 
vertically. Mesh grille also came from a '58 Ford. Stock scoops atop fenders were dressed 
up with trim ‘“‘teeth."’ '55 Oldsmobile taillight lenses are frenched into rear fenders. Find- 
ing still another use for the versatile Buick portholes, Darol mounted them in the lower 
edge of the rear fenders to accommodate back-up lights. Hubcaps are '55 Dodge Lancers. 
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CORVETTE | OWNER 


Al Gratz 


GLA MOU i BUILDER 


Gratz Body Shop 
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JANUARY, 1959 


Photos by George Barris 


Al Gratz, who owns his own body shop in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, rebuilt this Corvette 
from a total wreck — incorporating a few 
ideas of his own. Fiberglass was used. 


Most radical change was in the rear section 
where large fins were formed, starting in 
the door panels and rising rearward. Tail- 
lights and back-up lights are '57 Plymouth. 


Both front and rear bumpers are '58 Chrys- 
ler Windsor, shortened to fit Corvette body. 
Side trim, door handles, etc., were removed 
and holes filled in for cleaner appearance. 
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OWNER 


CORVETTE Bob Caldwell 
GLAMOUR punpen 


Hoeck Chevrolet 


Photos by Bud Lang 


Distinctively different grille appearance was achieved 
by working with only stock components. Original grille 
shell has been molded fo the fiberglass body, with an 
extension lip of four inches added; the lip is slanted 
forward and downward. Grille bar and teeth are stock. 
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Owner Bob Caldwell, Lebanon, Oregon, rests 
his elbow on the roof of the '57 Corvette 
which he has no difficulty in towering over 
due to its low profile. Car was dropped 
through use of spindles and lowering blocks. 


Corvette was up-dated to '58 by addition of 
air scoops in doors which are functional. 
Clever custom trick is the mounting of late 


model Buick portholes in stoggered- position. 
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Headlights were given the custom touch b 

a french job. The lights are hooded ang u 
have been reworked on six-inch extendegpi 
fenders. Smooth fiberglass customizing wogrd 
performed by owner and Hoeck Chevrolet to 


Long hoods reaching a total of 16-inches imieri 
length were molded to the rear fenders | 

add a completely different look to the Correa 
vette. Taillights remain in stock positiongont 
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uch b 

d ang unnecessary body trim was given the ‘‘deep six'’ and holes neatly plugged with 
tendegsin soaked glass patches. Restyling a Corvette can really be turned into a back 
19 wogord project due to fiberglass body which can be worked over with a minimum amount 
vroleiff tools and a basic understanding of ‘‘do’s and don'ts’’ of fiberglass fabrication. 


hes imerior of crazy Corvette was left in its original race-bred design. The exterior of 
ors te fiberglass fantasy is black and gold lacquer. Speedster, in full street trim, has 
Correamed through the quarter mile at 107 miles per hour. Caldwell spent a total of four 
itionfonths spare time of ‘‘many hours, lots of sweat and a few bucks” customizing his car. 
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CORVETTE 
GLAMOUR 


Able to get the job done, very well indeed, 
is a full race G.M.C. engine which fits very 
neatly in engine compartment of Corvette 
built by Rudy Valentino of San Fernando. 


OWNER 
Rudy Valentino 
BUILDER 
Bruno Custom 


Rear blinkers were junked in favor of 19 
Ford lights which were installed vertica 
and frenched-in. Fenders were extend 
to fit the units. Overall contour was 
changed radically, but just enough fo | 
it a custom appearance. Note workmanshi 





The stock headlights were changed by first 
removing the wire screen which covers the 
opening and then chroming the inner flange 
which leads into the headlight unit itself. 


Scoops were built into the sides of the front 
fenders, hood, and alongside grille cavity. 
Grille is handmade of one-inch “U"’ chan- 
nel bars with parking lights added to ends. 


Photes by George Barris 


Color combination of cool Corvette is carried out in gold and black enamel paint. Interior 


is stock, but roadster has a full tonneau cover for the cockpit. Accessory hubcaps with 
bullets, short lakes plugs mounted just before rear wheels and whitewalls add to beauty. 


x 
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CORN ETTE 
GLAMOUR 


Constructed by the General Motors Styling 
Studio for Jerry Earl, son of Harley Earl, 
G.M. vice president, this Corvette is the 
SR-2. Starting with a stock '57 body and 
chassis, the Corvette was customized with 
the main objective in mind being racing. 
Nose section is extended with stock grille. 


OWNER 
Jerry Earl 


BUILDER 
General Motors 





Small racing screens were added to cockpit 
area in place of windshield. Blue leather 
upholstery in pleat and roll design is used 
to brighten interior. Tachometer and fire ex- 
tinguisher were added for racing purposes. 


Photos by Dean Batchelor 
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Tail section has pointed fin molded to 
deck. Taillights were the first of the uni 
which later became stock items, Magnesi 
racing wheels are used on Earl's Corve 
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Functional air scoop was built into the door 
panels and serves to direct cooling air to 
the brakes. Teeth lead into scoop. Concave 
fender section was built of aluminum sheet. 


Plastic covering for headlights add much to 
the streamlining of the Corvette; they are 
removed for street use. Parking lights are 
special units that are taped for racing. 
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Stock '48 Buick fenders were mated with '55 Chevy headlight rims and 51/2 inch sectionedpwi 
convertible; further lowering was achieved by channeling the roadster another 7 inches,hit is 


Grille is composed of a '48 Buick outer shell without wording, and '56 Dodge truck bar}ights 


eo 


Photos by Xenophon Beake 


Olds steering wheel and instrument cluster 
are used, as is custom-made dash. Red and 
white pleat and roll Naugahyde covers seat. 
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stening with chrome, '50 Olds 
features milled heads, 

and relieve job, .125 over- 

, hot ignition, 4-barrel carb, 

d made header and exhaust 
m. Every component which 

d be removed was given 
throme ‘‘dip” treatment and 
stationary parts are painted 
spotless compartment. The 
fiator is 1948 Studebaker. 


edBuick parts show up well in rear view. Deck is made from Hudson Terraplane, continental 
it is handmade on 22” shortened car. Stock '48 Buick fenders are retained. Pontiac stop 
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BARRIS KUSTOM 


RESTYLES 
THE '59 CHEVROLET 


FAa YEAR THE public anxiously awaits 
the introduction of the new model cars. 
When they are finally put on display, they 
are met with varying degrees of acceptance. 
Comments ranging from “absolutely beauti- 
ful,” to “boy did they goof” can be heard 
circulating around the showroom floor. 

Customizers look at them differently. If they 
don’t agree with a particular styling feature, 
they figure out a way that it can be improved 
upon. Sometimes it amounts to a radical re- 
styling job, but more often it can be corrected 
with a mild changing of components. 

This month, we had George Barris take a 
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look at the 59 Chevrolet Impala Sport Sedan. 
What he saw, he liked, but felt that a few 
changes were in order nonetheless. 


BODY MODIFICATIONS 

Aside from a moderate lowering job of 
two inches, George left the body in stock 
condition. The styling on the new Chevy 
utilizes a new top with plenty of glass area. 
Practically maximum visibility is a feature on 
the Impala. The rear fender treatment relies 
on the famed finned look with a taste of 
sculptured styling thrown in. Another nice 
feature of the Chev is the “almost-but-not- 
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY DICK COLLIER 


quite” matching of the front and rear wheel 
wells. This helps balance the appearance. 


FRONTAL CHANGES 

The front end received its share of modifi- 
cations. The first step was the removal of all 
chrome trim from the hood and fenders. The 
fenders were then peaked while the open 
expanse sepatating the hood and the grille 
shell was filled in. Frenching the headlights 
was the next step. Stealing a neat little trick 
from owners of earlier Chevys, George added 
extra teeth to the grille after removing the 
chrome backdrop. A rolled body pan was next 
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RESTYLING 








THE '59 CHEVROLET : 


in line for the Impala. Protecting the pan 
which is molded to the body is a set of two 
bumper bars constructed of three-inch “U” 
tubes. The front license plate, frenched in, 
has been centered between the tubular bars. 


REAR ASPECT 

Chromed parts not necessary for the design 
on the sedan were given the “heave-ho” and 
the holes filled. The rear body pan was rolled 
in accordance with the pan modification for- 
ward. Again, a balance between the front and 
the rear was achieved by the addition of the 


56 








dual bumper bars. Between the bumpers is 
a frenched opening with four exhaust pipes} disc 
protruding. This seems to be one of the latest} mo 
fads. Directly above this is the stock position 
for the license plate. This was frenched-in t 
smooth the opening. The taillights were dis left 
carded, as George felt that a combination of eirk 
"58 Olds taillight lenses, clear back-up lenses, 4. 
and ‘59 Cadillac taillights would lend them-| ,¢}, 


r 





selves more distinctively to the rear section 





Chevy’s fin style works itself into a “dip"|'59 
which culminates on the rear deck lid. George}? 
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>ipes| discarded the bordering chrome pieces and 
atest} molded in all seams. 
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DETAIL 

The paint chosen for the Impala would be 
left up to the owner, but George feels that 

either a solid paint job or a two-tone with 
MSCS! the top in a lighter color would lend them- 
eM! selves extremely well on the '59 Sport Sedan. 
ion| There you have it, the first restyling of a 
1ip"|'59 car. Next month we will follow it up with 
orge]a customized 1959 Ford. See you then? 
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PARTS AND PRICE 


French headlights 

Rework grille 

Fill front vents 

Shave hood, deck lid, fenders 
Round hood corners 

Build and french taillights 
Roll pans front and rear 
Build bumpers front and rear 
French front and rear license 
Mount four exhaust tips __. 
Lower cor 

Paint (complete) 


LIST 


LABOR 
(Parts included) 
$ 90.00 

35.00 
40.00 
27.00 
20.00 
100.00 
220.00 
170.00 
70.00 
40.00 
12.00 
175.00 


$999.00 








By Jim Gilbert 


VV tan FIRST INTRODUCED, go karts 
consisted of only the barest of essentials 
to make them an inexpensive “fun” car. With 
simple frame construction, solid axles fore 
and aft, basic steering, and small sized en- 
gines, the karts amply fulfilled their chief goal. 
But that was yesterday. Today the karts are 
in an experimental construction stage with 
many of the enthusiasts striving constantly to 
improve the cars by making them hotter and 
faster. True, the smallbore karts which fit 
into the “A” and “B” classes of competition 
categories do not require high speed chassis 
modifications found in the big engined league. 
They can compete with karts of equal size on 
even terms practically as they roll from the 
showroom floor. The truly experimental cars 
are those of the “C” division (11.01-16.5 
cubic inches) where speeds of 50-60 miles per 
hour afe not uncommon. To compensate for 
this performance, the handling characteristics 
and chassis designs are being hit from every 
angle to increase their capabilities. 
Lowering the center of gravity by stepping 
the frame was one of the first steps. Sprung 





Photos by Fred Beindorff, Pat Brollie} 1. 


suspension systems and improved steering set} 
ups are being designed to allow the “hot ones” 
to negotiate the corners and turn faster. Sides 
are added to the cockpit area to provide mort 
comfort and maneuverability of the driver). 
Facilitating quick and positive braking, motot-]. 
cycle binders are being installed as standard] . 
equipment for the miniature speedsters. The 
original two-cycle engine, although still very 
popular, is being swapped for small displace 
ment motorcycle powerplants, multi-engine 
installations, and drone-plane mills to give 
more torque and acceleration. Safety is not 
overlooked, either. Although not as advanced 
as it could be, some karts do have protective}, 
shields and bulkheads perchance an engineer 
should blow or a driving chain should let fly. 

All in all, the karts are accomplishing w 
they started out to do — providing a low costbene 
safe, and casual automobile competition, whiletent 
at the same time allowing experimental de 
signs to flourish in an effort to further enrich 
the karting sport. 

On the next few pages are the epitome of 
the go karts — the “HOT ONES.” 
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Radical modifications in power and performance are 
bred into the experimental “formula K” racing karts 


gnition and carburetion systems 
re built from scratch, as was 
cooling shroud and 8-pound 
heel. Frame has been slung 
eath rear axle, lowering the 
enter of gravity for handling. 
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Drone-plane engined kart of Don 
Boberick features 16.5 cubic 
inch 2-cycle engine putting out 
7 h.p. Tube frame construction 
has basic steering, dropped 
front axle, and sides added to 
rails for comfort. Heavy uphol- 
stery is also a standout feature. 





Checking out finer details on the “Wasp,” 
an experimental competition kart built by 
“‘Bug'’ Engineering Co., are Tom Pearson, 
“‘Bug"’ manufacturer, left, and Car Craft 
editor Dick Day. Several companies are 
in process of developing new types of karts. 


Braking from speeds up to 60 
mph for fast cornering, binders 
must be positive, fade-free, 
Builders are solving problem b 
adapting complete assemblie 
from imported motorcycle 
“Wasp” design uses Triump 
motorcycle brakes on both sid 


Dick Geer, head engineer for 
“Bug,” and builder of prototype 
“‘Wasp,"" employed drag link 
type steering, deeply stepped 
frame design which lowers 
center of gravity. Steering as- 
sembly and axles are weldless. 


Dual-engined installation o 
racing kart produces over 12 
horsepower. Special Clinton en- 
gines are used to power the test 
model. Throttle linkage is con-& 
structed of small round rod.& 
Slick tires are used for maximum 
traction on the asphalt tracks. 
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nother radically designed car features latest race-bred kart construction. Chrome- 
oly tube frame tapers to front, yet the wheel tread remains the same both fore and aft. 
Seating is at center in bucket design padded with thick rolled and pleated upholstery. 


Steering shaft is adjustable to 
allow correction for end play. 
All moving parts, including the 
tie rod ends, have grease fittings 
which permit maximum life for 
parts. Front axle has been drop- 
ped severely to improve han- 
dling in the turns. Pedals work 
brake and gas and are con- 
nected by large diameter rods. 


power each at 10,500 revs per 


*Wo-stroke Power Products engines produce seven horse 
inute. Dual mills are run on fuel mixture and drive kart through 4.80 gear ratio to 
> speed in the high fifties. Production is slated for this kart by builder Beindorff. 
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The “hot ones” marfeuver corners at top speeds. Driving techniques vary; some dri 
carry corners wide retaining rpms, others with more low end torque take to the ‘‘pole; 
For this high speed action, cars must possess the best in brakes, steering, and tractionEEN™ 
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One of the hottest karts competi. 


ing today is Gill Horstman'§.ome 
potent Excelsior powered racethia, 
Twin cylinder two-stroke engi 
possesses 15 cubic inches whid 
whips car around at 60 mp 
Full floating axle, brakes a 

. ch 
sprocket assembly were pirate 
from utility motor scooter. Hus 
stabilizer bar minimizes twisti 
of frame and axle at high sp 
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Twelve inch slicks are used bo 


fore and aft for maximum tra 
tion. Direct steering is feature 
with cables actuating inte 
brakes and throttle. Cockpit e 
ploys side rails, almost a 
cessity at speed karts travel 


U. 


edical approach to lightweight kart construction can be found in Nick Nicholson’s 
petiow-slung speedster. Front axle, machined from dural billet, is so designed that tapered 
AN Gome tubes slip thru axle at lowest point and are secured with wedged pins. Ground 
1cedearance is one inch up front rising to two inches at rear. Drag link steering featured. 
gi 
id 
a ynch for Nick's miniature bomb is in form of 12 cubic inch Villiers two-stroke engine. 
1Brome rails are routed under the rear axle. Rear corners of frame are fused together 
special steel caps. Size twelve slicks are used for tread in the front and the back. 


e 
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Due to minimum weight and small size, the go kart racer soon finds himself on his head . 
he doesn't conform with standard practice of applying radical ‘“‘body english”’ in turns ; 


traveling at a brisk clip. Body english balance is a proven motorcycle competition s 
Ine Oo 
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=== Bob Canaan is the first man ¢ 
ea, the scene with a full sp 
», front suspension system. As 
= bly consists of Y% midget fre 
“4, axle, special made leaf spri 
= stabilized with short radius ro 
== tied to small frame pads. Fre 
se stepped spring perch and steq. 
= ing are other unique items de 
playing Canaan’s professic 
craftsmanship. Well designed¢ | 


<=& proves a real handler on coun 
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ne of the most highly successful of all of the competition karts is the ‘‘Mole’’ built 
d owned by Duffy Livingston, noted sports car racer and part-owner of the Go Kart Co. 
opped front axle lowers the forward end of tube chassis. Steering is of basic design. 


Motivation for ‘‘Mole’’ is combo 
of one 6.45 cubic inch Westbend 
mill and one 5.10 cubic inch 
Westbend which together can 
propel kart to speeds in excess 
of 50 mph. Gas tank made of 2 
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Plush bucket comfort is feature 
of the ‘'Mole.”’ Frame is stepped 
at center similar to most of the 
hot karts. Dual brakes, just in- 
board of drive sprockets, are 
from popular James lightweight 
motorcycle. Tread is 12” slicks. 


i 
wv | ar flywheel covers spliced together. 
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In search for additional horse- 
power for his small bore 750 
McCullough engine, Bill Jefferies 
came up with this home-built 
injector. Car is consistent win- 
ner in its class “A’’ division. 


Spence Murray's answer to the 
horsepower race was adapting 
of three engines. Triple installa- 
tion of 750 Westbend engines 
necessitated widening axle. Left 
side and center powerplants are 
driven in unison; right wheel is 
driven by other engine. Brake 
is early model Cushman scooter. 
Murray, Rod and Custom editor, 
is devoted fan of kart racing. 





New Concave % Midget Slicks! 


Wow, Ys midget racers get all the bite that Bruce’s new 1959 concave , 
slicks give the big racers! Bruce’s micro midget slicks are exact, 

@ smali-size versions of Bruce's improved concave drag slicks. You get 

to 15% more bite with the ‘59 Bruce slicks — BIG OR LITTLE! 


Vic HUBBARD OFFERS ONLY THE BEST! 


@ECIAL STROKER PRICES. Get a quarter-inch ELIMINATOR ALUMINUM PISTONS. Vic Hubbard's 
ftroker. designed specifically for Vic Hubbard, for new low, low priced Eliminator forged aluminum 
mly $245. Lightened shaft, no plates to balance. pistons have 70% greater strength, faster heat dis- 
@ainless steel rings. Venolia pistons, completely sipation. Four-inch Chevy V8 pistons now ready in 


Pa talanced. %-inch stroker. $265. %-inch stroker. %. % and % inch and stock strokes. (Pistons for 
B85. ($25 core charge on cranks and rods). %-inch other bores ready soon). List price, $100 complete 


@stroker for flatheads, with reground crank, all new Available with Vic Hubbard stroker kits for only 
parts, balanced and pins fitted. $135. $15 extra. 


THE MOST COMPLETE LINE 
sures ~~ | VIC HUBBARD 
Only factory distributor for Bruce 
Sticks and Algon Fuel Injectors 21032 Meekiand, Hayward 12, Calif 
Dealer inquiries invited WWecerne 1-6421 . Elgin 1-8455 


ITS TOUGH TO BEAT A TUFF CART 
ACCELERATES FASTER AND STAYS OUT IN FRONT! 
LONGER— LOWER— LIGHTER 


¥ 


WINNER 


S$ AND 
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21/2 H.P. Clinton Engines 
Available — 2 & 4 Cycle 
with and without 
reduction gear. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED Complete set of Plans and Specifications 
WRITE FOR FREE LITERATURE to build your own WEE BIRD CART— $2.00 


IOLLYWOOD MIDGET CARS tos’ avcstes a1, cauroens 
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, Acclaimed by thousands of 
stock, hot rod and customizing enthu- 
siasts as the welder of 1001 uses. 


CUT 
SOLDER 
Easily operated from properly wired 
110 volt AC or DC line. The ideal 


te sift with a life-long use... Order 
g today on 10-day money back guarantee. 
Literature on larger equipment on request 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 S. Federal St., Chicago 16, illinois, Dept. F-69-A 


THE CART YOU SIT IN 
Latest Deluxe Model 


COL CART 


COMPARE BEFORE YOU BUY! 


Only the Cool Cart offers a choice of 3 h.p. 

Briggs & Stratton or 2 h.p. Continental 4 cycle 
Ne, positive spot » automatic clutch 
pneumatic tires. 


This cart is completely engineered and 
tested to handle adults with ease. Push 
Starts not required. 
For competition or touring you can’t buy 
a finer cart. 
FULLY ASSEMBLED, PAINTED $1§45° 
AND READY TO RUN 
Send self addressed stamped envelope 
for free literature 
ORDER YOU TODAY AND GET SOME 
FUN OUT OF LIFE! 
Send 25% with C.O.D.’s and add $5.00 crating 
charge or send full amount and save C.O.D. 
fee and crating charge. Add 4% sales tax in 
California. 
REED ENGINEERING 
- 2054 W. Slauson Ave., CC-1 
Los Angeles 47, Calif. AX. 2-2466 









WHAT'S YO 
PROBLEM’ 





















By Don Francisco 































TOO MUCH OF NOTHING 
Dear Don: 

I have a 1955 Ford V8 that is in goo 
condition but it doesn’t perform well enoug 
to suit me. It has a two-throat carburetor a 
I have a chance to get a four-throat manifo 
and Stromberg carburetor in trade for m 
manifold and carburetor and a few do 
I think the four-throat setup would make m 
car perform quite a bit better but I heay 
that the ignition distributor on my car caf 
be used with a carburetor of this type. Wh 
couldn’t I just connect the vacuum line fro 
my distributor to the vacuum fitting on th 
Stromberg carburetor? 


— Ken Cartwright 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


What you’ve heard is right, Ken. As far as 
vacuum requirements are concerned, igni 
distributors on 1955 Fords are considerab 
different from those used with Stromberg fc 
throat carburetors. The entire spark adva' 
range of the distributor on your engine is p 
vided by the distributor’s vacuum diaphrag' 
The vacuum diaphragm on the distributor u 
with the Stromberg carburetor provides s 
plementary advance in addition to adva 
provided by governor weights in the distvibut 
This additional advance comes into effect o 
under conditions of high intake manifold vas 
uum. Its purpose is fo improve the engine 
fuel mileage. 

Vacuum for the Ford distributor originates 
the carburetor itself and it is created by 
velocity of the air flowing through the carb 
retor’s venturis. The magnitude of this vac 
varies for the different engine models but 
most of them it reaches a maximum somew 
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RODS ¢ CUSTOMS ¢ DRAGSTERS © LAKESTERS 


This year's edition of this ever-popular favorite is a ‘Space Age Special."’ 
, The accent is on years-ahead thinking in hot rodding, from George Barris’ futuristic 
ni “World's Most Beautiful Roadsters” to the Space Age Rod Roundup, a photo gal- 
rab lery of the sharpest hot rods in America. And blasting off with plenty of rocket- 
paced reading are such aces as Huntington, Navarro, Francisco, Potter and many 
Pp other stars in the hot rod galaxy, who bring you features like High-Performance 
rag Competition Engines, Hottest Cars of the Year, Racing Tire Problems and The Cost 
. of Hot Rodding Your Engine. 


“] ONLY (Sc AT YOUR NEWSSTAND! 


———  -—si‘(ti‘éK Ee ee eee ee ee eal en eee eee “" 
ine | TREND BOOKS, 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


| Send me copies 1959 HOT ROD ANNUAL. 
(Or 1 I enclose 85¢ for each (covers postage, etc.) 
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GOONEY KART 


LIGHTER — FASTER! 


THE 3-WHEEL KART DESIGNED 
FOR HIGH-SPEED STABILITY! 


READY TO RUN 
(Including Swift Red Paint Job) 


$150.00 


F.O.8. GLENDALE 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


RISS SALES 


1275 ELM AVE., Dept. CC-1 
GLENDALE 1, CALIF. 


ANOTHER MOSS First! 


Aluminum wheel with honeycomb webbing 


©: 


GeO. 


tor GAS CARTS, QUARTER MIDGETS, HALF MIDGETS 


Roll to victory with the Moss ‘competition wheel.’ For 
the first time, here's ao wheel that corries the load where 
the load should be carried, thanks to specially designed 
webbing. Saves 8 pounds of dragging weight per car. 
Get 50% more strength. Moss wheels are vacuum cast in 
an ultro modern pressure mold for moximum durability. 
5” ond 6” wheels now available, beautifully polished 

. complete with aircraft self-locking nuts... knock-off 
hubs and seoled precision bearings also available. 


WHEELS —TIRES — BEARINGS — SLICKS 


Write for information to: 


MOSS MIDJET SALES CORP. 


392 E. Beach Ave., Dept. CC-1, Inglewood, California 


70 





WHAT’S YOUR 
PROBLEM? continued 


between 2 and 4 inchs of mercury, 
sufficient vacuum to fully advance the 
Although the vacuum fitting for the distr 
used with the Stromberg carburetor is 
the carburetor, the vacuum that acts on 
fitting and the distributor is intake mani 
vacuum, Under certain conditions vacuum 
the manifold can be as high as 25 or 26 
of mercury, and only when the engine is 
ning at wide-open throttle does the vac 
drop below the 2 to 4 inches required to 
advance a Ford distributor. It can be 
seen that a Ford distributor connected to 
fold vacuum would be fully advanced all 
time the engine was running. 

The best solution to this problem is to i 
the four-throat carburetor and then buy a 
two-coil ignition distributor with a combine 
governor and vacuum advance that is desi 
to be used with manifold vacuum. 


BACK SHAKER 
Dear Don: 

I have a 1951 Ford two-door sedan t 
seems to ride like a 14-ton pickup. The f 
end is quite soft but the rear end is rock-hi 
I installed a set of Gabriel Adjusto-m 
shock absorbers, set for “soft,” and it hel 
but I still can’t see any sign of the rear a 
having hit the rubber bumpers on the fi 
although I have carried at least 300 po 
of cinder block in the trunk on occasion 

Since I usually carry not more than 
passenger, or a small amount of luggagt 
want to make the ride somewhat softer. I 
wondering if reducing the spring rate by 
moving one or. more of the leaves from 
springs is a good idea, and if so, wheth 
could be done and how to go about it. 

— Lyman de Camp 
Wallingford, Pa. 


The usual complaint with Fords such as yi 

is that the suspension is too soft, not too 

I suggest you disconnect the rear shock ab: 

ers and, with the rear whels resting on}, . 

ground, bounce the rear end of the car up MER 

down, With the shocks disconnected the 

end should bounce quite freely; if it do 

there is something wrong with the springs. 
Rear springs used on these cars are 

with anti-squeak inserts that are retained |e 

recesses formed in the spring leaves near 

ends. During normal wear these inserts 


60 as the CHAMPION RACERS g 


install this Special English RACING 
RBURETOR on your Continental AU7R or AU8R 


ani also ©@ GREATER ACCELERATION 
acuum— MANIFOLD $5.50 © NEEDLE-TYPE CARBURETION 
GAM (exchange) $20.00 © USED ON RACING ENGINES 


outright) $25.00 FOR YEARS 
ad _ @ JETS READILY AVAILABLE 


© EASY TO INSTALL AND ADJUST 
© MAKES POSSIBLE COMPLETE 
FUEL ATOMIZATION 


CARBURETOR AND CABLE $21.75 DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


WEBCO , INC @ DEPT. CC-1, 218 Main St., Venice, Calf. 


URINITELOe” «=9—- Send for free brochure listing other famous Webco speed equipment. 


'Supercharging 
Can Be Practical” 


WRITE FOR IT TODAY 


3> PAXTON PRODUCTS 


929 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA 
SOLE DISTRIBUTORS OF McCULLOCH SUPERCHARGERS 


new dimension in 


UTO-STEREO 


ITH EXCLUSIVE DIMENSION-EQUALIZER 


SGOW — you can have STEREOPHONIC effect in 
bur car — with AUTO-STEREO and its amazing 
MENSION-EQUALIZER. It's like having expen- 
e HI-FI built in yet all you need to do is 


ily-installed AUTO-STEREO. Kit includes dimension equal- 
, control panel, Hi-Fi speaker and grille with complete instructions. 


ify year and make of car * Dealer inquiries invited 
ND FOR YOUR AUTO-STEREO ropay onLY 919.95 
Send cash, check, or money order to 


tute - Stereo BOX 2531 * CC-1 * LONG BEACH, CALIF. 


ARY, 1959 71 
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= C. Whitney’s 1959 ty 
Auto Accessories and 
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” "AUTOMOTIVE 
ACCESSORIES 

















Saves You %. 50% 


On everything you need for your car, 
station wagon, custom car, hot rod or 
track . . . Including the latest cus- 
tomizing accessories, parts, hi-speed 
and power equipment. 
Get this all-new edition of the World's Larg- 
est & Most Complete Automotive buying guide 
--308 pages! See pages & pages of brand new 
1959 tomes not yet offered in stores. Over 
85.000 items in stock ready for shipment. 
Our tremendous baying peter & huge volume 
will save you up to 50%. This catalog will 
show you the greatest money-saving values 
& the greatest selections we've ever~-offered. 
Just Off the Press: It's the Latest & 
Largest—308 Pages! See what's new 
my for 1968 in the automotive field. Buy 
with utmost confidence—Whitney 
Guarantees 100% Satisfaction or Your 
Meney Back. 
3. C. Whitney & Co. 1917 Archer Ave., Chicage 16, 


1. C. Whitney & Ce., 1817( C-1) Archer Ave., Chicage 16, Ill. 


Rush giant 1959 Catalog of Auto Accensories & Parts. I en 








rc 
' 

' 

' 

' 4 
} Close 25¢ to cover part of mailing & handling cost, refunded on ; 
§ my first $5.00 or more order. This Offer Good in U'.8.A. only. } 
: ; 
I cela acne 
; ‘ 
. ’ 
acini tamer eenllnasniiniettiiionss: 
3 ‘ 
cece ———3 





WHAT'S YOUR F 
PROBLEM? continved 5 


springs to be increased by the metal to 
contact to where the ride would be affected 
New inserts are easily installed by lifting th 
car's frame to take the weight off the spring 
and then spreading the leaves and slipping th 
new inserts into place. 

Another possibility is that someone installed 
springs or some other type of overload de 
on the rear of the car. However, you shoulda 
have any difficulty in determining whether thh 
has been done because such things are easy 
see. Also, it is possible that someone installed 
9-leaf station wagon springs on the car in plan 
of its original 7-leaf springs. This can be deter. 
mined by counting the number of spring leaves, 

If nothing else works ovt, you may have 
replace the rear springs with a set of new c 
of the correct type for the car. Whatever y 
do, be sure to reconnect the shock absorb 
before you drive the car. 


UNHAPPY DRAGGER 
Dear Don: 


After getting waxed in my last three drag 
races I've decided to do something to my 
Chevy. It’s a '57 two-door with a 283-inch 
engine. The engine is stock right now. I hay 
to use my car every day so I can’t tear it dows} ,, 
for boring or stroking or anything like that}, ,, 
Whar I've decided to do is install a set ole « 
Hedman headers, a Corvette distributor, and 
a McGurk six-carburetor intake manifold 
What other changes would you recommend/fiay 


— Art Kennedy 
Phoenix, Arizona 

ng 
As long as conditions make it necessary for ye - 
to restrict your engine work to bolt-on equip-f ‘ 
ment, you're on the right track. Bolt-on equip 4 
mem by itself is good for some preformance}? to 
increase but full advantage of its potential 
can't be realized unless modifications are made} 
to the engine’s innards. But if you can't park 
the car for a few days, you'll have to depend 
on bolt-on parts. 

1 can go along with the headers and the 
Corvette distributor but | can’t agree with the 
six-carburetor intake manifold. Manifolds of 
this type were designed for all-out competition 
engines that have been bored, stroked, have 
reground camshafts, have been fitted with over- Ss, 
size valves, etc. I'm afraid one of them would| $4 
provide more carburetion than an otherwiseint, 
stock engine could use. This would result FN 
poor low speed performance. The design off RS\ 
McGurk six-carburetor manifolds makes if pos- 
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UILT TO TAKE IT! 


WAH tLEBOR G 


New Type 
suspension 
system allows 


eoter 
Rentbitity ond Shown with a 2 h.p. 4-cycle 
handling ease. Continental AU7R 


a TWO GREAT MODELS! 
hav NOTE VERY LOW CENTER OF GRAVITY 


Meet the Scram-Buggy, most durable car of its type — boasting an amazingly sturdy heavy-duty frame that's 


d 


u to take knocks without giving an inch! Wahiborg’s high quality construction assures you of a rough ‘n’, 
€t Olbed competitor that just won't tip, a car that's as trouble-free os a car can bel 

, and 

ifold, 

end) { Base 50”; Tread overall 34”; 


ght 26”. 
eels are ball bearing, 
atic 2-ply tires. 
e is channel steel for 
ngth, arc welded. 
ring is direct, geometry 
quip- correct and accurately built. 
i ered and cambered. 
1U'Pheed about 35 m.p.h. with 
t@82 to 1 gearing. 
intial 
nade 
park 
pend) 


Shown with 21 h.p. 4-cycle engine 


SB 150 with ciutcn $179.50 © SB 110 direct drive $179.50 


| the OR WITHOUT ENGINE — $133.50 

s of 

ition Completely welded ‘and drilled —You mount wheels and engine. 
AVAILABLE WITH 2- OR 4-CYCLE ENGINE— WITH OR WITHOUT CLUTCH 


the! 


nave = 

ver-its ass 

_ ERS P 
MUUMAODEGOOMOM Torrance. Calin: Box 1277 
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KING-SIZE 
QUARTER 


‘ { ~ 
MIDGETS > & ! 


Ever since Iskenderion started designing and pro- 
ducing racing coms for the \%, Midgets, competi- 
tion and performance took o giont step forward. 
Their excellent low speed torque and very high 
revving obility are: unmotched for peok efficiency. 
An isky Quarter Midget installation is o sure-fire 
contender for trophy honors. Available fer Conti- 
nental, Wisconsin AKN ond Cushman engines. 
Lobes are hardened to insure long life and durabil- 
ity. Grinding price, $25.00, exchange. 
prices available on request. 


ED ISKENDERIAN 


UA OMA tm ha Inglewood, Calif 
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QM ~«* RACK & PINION 
Complete $1 1.75 


With Shoft 


A must for sofer steering 
and handling. 


Larc-Douglas, Inc. 


18 GENEVIEVE ST., GREAT NECK, N.Y., HU. 2-4420 













CORVETTE OWNERS 


Auto top lift, removes, stores your top... 
ltolian driving gloves ... 
Sun visors . 

Palco Flywheel! ‘shield seelibsf acne bebe ibitaih 

Sterling Silver Corvette Jewelry Kevchoin, 

Cuff Links, Tie Bor. 
ont Corvette cotoleg ready soon 

James Avte Specicities, Bex 151M, Pasodene, Calif. 





WHAT'S YOUR 
PROBLEM? continued 
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sible to use them very satisfoctorily with oft... 
two or four carburetors but unless you plan W 
completely modify the engine in the future 
would be wiser to buy a three-carburetor 
fold instead. A three-carburetor manifold ¢ 
three two-throat carburetors would be ideal 
your engine. When fitted with progressive th 
tle linkage adjusted to open the middle « 
buretor at low speeds and the end carby 
under full throttle conditions, the car would 
well at low speeds and have ample carbu 
at high speeds. Give it a try. 

When you install the Corvette distributor 
might be a good idea to install one of 
special high-performance coils now availat 
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TOP SECRET OLDS 
Dear Don: 

I have a ‘51 Olds in which I am plannin 
to install a 57 Olds engine, stock except fa 
3 dual carburetors, thru an early La Salle wi 
the stock rear end. The Olds should sit rig 
in my car with no sweat, but what clutd 
etc., should I use? I plan to rewire the con 
plete car and change all bulbs, which will b 
quite a job, but I think it will be worth th 
trouble. I expect to turn 90 in the quartey 
mile. Any advice, criticisms, or suggestion 
would be highly appreciated. 

In the looks department I am nosing, ded 
ing, and removing all side trim except o 
piece on the rear fender. ‘55 Chrysler t: 
lights, 56 Olds rear bumpers, frenched lig 
and I'm still thinking about the grille. I 
going to use dropped spindles, cut springs i 
front and remove a leaf in back and 14 


y' 
inst 








MONZA 


Here at last is the % sports car" 
you have been hearing so much abour 


e Full clutch * Rugged naugahyde upholstery 
* Swing front axle suspension ¢ Your choice of 
colors with your racing number e Big car racing type 
steering wheel e Two seated * Carpeted « This car is fully 
engineered and manufactured by the aircraft standards as 


the Jet Aircraft of today «Completely safe ¢ Real roadability 


e All the feei of a big car 
Send for our Free informative brochure 
A product of 


CHARCON ENTERPRISES 


CC-1C, 7712 Gentry, North Hollywood, Calif. 
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COMPLETE READY TO RU 
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Distributed by 


LUTHER ENGINEERING 


6 Esther, Pasadena, Calif. | 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED . 


CAR CRAB ap 










beels for lowering. I don’t chink I will have 
» “C” the frame if I use heavy-duty shocks 
od air supports in my coils. The rest of my 
stom ideas are “Top Secret.” 
lon What do you think about using smaller 
ture Bieels and tires (7.50-14)? I am now using 
60-15’s. Will the smaller tires slow my 
yarter-mile speed much or not? What about 
takes? Can they get enough air? 
— Gene R. Cunningham 
Jacksonville, Florida 


Cad-La Salle transmission can be adapted to 
Olds engine quite simply. Adaptors for this 
ose 4oare available for approximately 
16.00. A stock Olds stick-shift flywheel, pres- 
plate, and driven disc assembly are used, 

g with stock Olds clutch release linkage. 
parts are available from any Oldsmobile 

. If the car was equipped originally with 
Hydramatic transmission it will be necessary 


a Salle transmissions are available with 
a floor shift lever or for steering column 
. Conversion kits that enable a floor shift 
to be used with a column shift box are 
lable for $34.50. The gearshift extension 
iver costs $3.50 in black and $5.00 in chrome. 
fourteen-inch tires instead of fifteens will 
"wer the car's final drive ratio but the amount 
“til depend on the actual circumference of the 
aw tires compared to that of the old ones. It's 
sible that they could help the quarter-mile 
d because the ideal final ratio for a specific 
depends on the combination of its rear axle 
@io and tire size. 

brake cooling with fourteen-inch wheels is 
itely not as good as with fifteens because 
the reduced clearance around the brake 
. However, for normal driving you should 

iM encounter any difficulty. 


CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA 


RACING SCENES AND DETAIL DRAWINGS IN COLOR 
ON FINEST STOCK, SuUIT- 

ABLE FOR FRAMING. 

or progressives 


Wiis ‘ills: he » 
All new ideas for experimental go karts. Hy $1 
Includes details & measurements. 22”» 29 ppd. 

Available from Kart dealers or order direct from 
DELTA DESIGN 
box 1131, fleetwood annex 
covina 10, california 


QUARTER MIDGET BUILDERS 
AND OWNERS 


Complete line of Continental Red Seal 
engines and ports in stock. Also clutches 
and wheels. Complete stocks of most 
other air-cooled engines and parts avail- 
able. Robert Bosch and Lodge plugs for 
all cars and motorcycles. 

Authorized Continental Distributor 


MICHIGAN ENGINE SUPPLY 
AND SERVICE COMPANY 


3811 Twelve Mile Road Berkley, Michigan 


tailed to the child’s head and Dad's pocketbook."’ ‘‘Worn by more drivers than any other safety helmet offered.” 


Hal Midgeteer”’ With Visor. . 


ap-on Face Shield” With Two Lens. . 


$22.50 | West Coast Dist. 


Hal Midgeteer” With Face Shield.. 24.50 


Hal Midgeteer” Less Visor.. .... 20.50 
3.95 


East Coast Dist. 


WEBCO, INC. BIRCHARD SALES CO. 


218 Main Street 449 So. 5th Ave. 
Venice, Calif. Mt. Vernon, N.Y. 


or write direct 


RARuaRY, 1959 


ret 


McHAL ENTERPRISES -... «: 


*725 North Prairie Ave. * Hawthorne, Calif 





Coupe. om CARS 


Stick shifts our specialty, featuring ‘55, °56, ‘57 

Chevys, and Plymouths. We have processed 

these carefull selected stock cars into distinc- 

tive, yet moderate customs. Features include 

proper lowering, pipes, removal of chrome clutter, 

naugahyde interiors and special paint jobs. 
Sensibly priced. 


ae 
Sie ttl 


WEST BEND ENGINES 


2 H.P. — Retractable Starter 
Reconditioned and Perfect 
THE HOT ONE FOR 


524% Complete 


8 Page Parts and 

Tune Up Book and 

Z Centrifugal Clutch 
F.0.B ao Each non 

vate ND only $10.00 
FACTORY © gojance C.0.D. 


FLEXO PRODUCTS 


-5180 Venice Bivd., Los Angeles 19, California 


Decals 
sizes at the same price. ete mi nar 25¢ 


Specity when ordering. sevetties aed accessenes— 


LATHAM SUPERCHARGER 
-Sets “A” Dragster Record 
at Santa Ana 


Jim Nelson's little Latham Super- 
charged ‘‘Dragmaster" whipped four 
400 cu. in. plus GMC Supercharged 
Chrysler behemoths in the process. 
The 352 cu. in. Chevy dragster, in 
setting a new record at the NHRA 
Invitational Meet on Sept. 21st, 
proved again that the make of 
Supercharger is more important 
than cubic inches. 


Write for Latham literature. 
Name your engine, please. 


LATHAM MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
P. O. Box 165 Dept. C-2 
West Palm Beach, Florida 





BLOWER 


multiple aircraft carburetors, another 
Hilborn injector setup of the ck 
type, and the third was an open-face Hilb 
injector setup. A closed-face injector sys 
is one that controls air flow into the blo 
by means of a pair of throttle valves 
also feeds fuel into the air stream enter 
the blower but has its main fuel feed noz 
in the legs of the log-type intake manif 
close to the ports in the heads. An open 
system is one that utilizes a regular injeq 
setup made for a normally-aspirated engiff 
Air flow to the cylinders is controlled by { 
throttle valves in the injector air inlets #f 
all fuel for the engine flows through 
standard injector nozzles. Nothing is fing? 
to the inlet side of the blower. 


McCulloch centrifugal blowers were s 
in a number of installations. One of 
used a single blower that forced air into q. 
inlet of a standard Hilborn injector. Anotiiy: 
used two blowers, one on each side of 
engine, that forced air through two pa 
enclosed carburetors of the type used on Fi 
V8 engines fitted with factory superchar 
installations. Still another used two blow 
in a two-stage installation. Air from 4 
blower was fed into the inlet of the oth 
which boosted the pressure of the air 
higher before delivering it to the engi. 
Two-stage supercharging can provide 
boost pressure but it has the inherent 4 
advantage of heating the air that pa 
through the blowers to high temperatu 
As the temperature of the air delivered 
any blower goes up, the weight of the ait 
relation to its volume drops. The same 
ume of air is forced into the engine’s cyl 
ders but the weight of the air, not the #, 
ume, is the factor that is important to engt 
performance. 


the minority the cars that had them Mion , 
formed quite well. The blowers were fi + k 
with multiple side-draft Carter carburet 
Latham blowers are driven by a wide 
belt that has a rubber-base friction surf drag 
and they are unique in the present crop RA 
available units in that they don’t have @, 
internal gears or speed multiplying dev 

to wear or give trouble. The shaft that s 

ports the blower’s rotor revolves in two } 
bearings and all speed multiplication is p 


for 


ded by the diameters of the driving and 
iven pulleys. 
3 All blower installations have one thing in 
pnmon and that is their high cost. Manu- 
Tawrers of blowers and installation kits for 
ssenger cars often compare this cost with 
of reworking a normally-aspirated en- 
Ine by conventional methods to show that 
“BE blower can be installed for the approxi- 
; cost of gaining somewhere near the 
me horsepower output by other methods 
,4gut this comparison doesn’t hold water for 
eg competition engine. A competition engine 
pat is to be expected to be a winner must be 
“Rodified in the conventional manner before 
fe blower is installed. This can involve 
pring, stroking, camshaft regrinding, port- 
g, installation of a good exhaust system, 
stallation of a suitable ignition system, ad- 
ting the engine’s compression ratio so the 
“hal compression pressures made possible by 
blower won't be too high for the octanc 
ting of the fuel to be used, etc. Also, in 
Hdition to the modifications made to im- 
.pove the engine’s horsepower output, other 
odifications are usually necessary to help 
engine hold the high combustion pres- 
es and stay together. These modifications 
ude machine work on the cylinder block 
permit the installation of special or addi- 
"pnal sealing members between the block 
"pd the cylinder heads, installation of stee! 
Jain bearing caps or devices designed to 
ngthen stock caps, and installation of full- 
‘Pating or heavy-duty connecting rod inserts. 
“Phen all these things are done, and they 
"pst be done if the engine is to be at all 
. pocessful, the final cost of a blown engine 
n be satellite high. 
jjfor drag racing, under NHRA rules, the 
ference in the cost of gasoline for a sea- 
gs competition with a blown engine and 
“ft of alcohol and the nitro and other adda- 
ts that would be used by an unblown 
gine for the same performance might go 
‘long way toward making up for the cost 
[the blower installation. This wouldn't be 
for Bonneville, where it is permissible 
use any type of fuel, or for competition 
drag strips that don’t operate under 


CPHRA sanction and therefore don’t have 


i restrictions. But expensive or otherwise, 
‘ke up your mind now to run a blower 
'Syour car if it has only one engine and 
1 intend to be a dragstrip or Bonneville 
0 in '59. 
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“CONNIE” 
THE 


ne aie mee ae 1 a, 


There's no finer power 

source for Quarter- 

Midget Racers than 

Continental Red Seal, 

famous since 1902 for 

dependability and long 
life. Red Seal heavy-duty air-cooled mod- 
els are built to get up and go. Greater 
piston displacement provides power in 
excess of their rating, plus low-speed lug- 
ging ability to eliminate stalls. Exclusive 
Contex external ignition system speeds and 
simplifies adjustment, and doubles life of 
points and plug. 


FOR 
DESCRIPTIVE BULLETIN 
AND ADDRESS OF YOUR 
DEALER, DROP A CARD 
TO “MIDGETS,” AT THE 
ADDRESS SHOWN BELOW: 





CATS and CHICKS—IT’S KOOL 
PLASTIC and RUBBER 
MAIL $1.00 CASH 


TON Y 


P.O. BOX 387, ZION, ILLINOIS 


LET’S FACE IT... 

DRAG RACING tears up equipment worse 
than any other automotive activity — So — 
what holds up best ct the drags is the 
brand thet will give you best service in 
your street, street and race, or all-eut 
race dl 

HAYS RACING CLUTCHES (not rebuilt stock- 
ers) have earned the reputation of being 
drag racing’s most trouble free unit — say 
good-bye te your clutch troubles by order- 
ing a HAYS today. 


Write for free brochure 
PRICES START AT $55.00 


HAYS RACING CLUTCHES 
608 E. 4th St., CC-1, Santa Ana, Calif. 
Phone TW. 3-0155 


INTRODUCING THE KART WHEEL 


Made exclusively for Go-Karts and 4- or '2-Midgets 
only to give ample room in the cockpit and safer and 
easier handling. 


All wheels have satin-aluminum finish, 1044” overall. 
No C.0.D.'s Model GKW, wheel only $6.50 
please GHK, mounting hub assembly $3.50 


EELCO MANUFACTURING CO. 


Ingleweod, Colifornia 


CMNET EMBLEMS 
SEND 25¢ FOR 

CATALOG, a 
aerate 


Burbonk 5, California 
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must 
QUERIES) 


George 1 
Cerny RL 
CERNY'S BODY SHOP 


BUICK RIMS 
Dear George: 

Can I put Buick ('54) headlight rims o 
‘51 Ford? Will the job be difficult? 
you for your much-needed help. 

— Ronnie Navarro, 
Summit, New Jersey 
Yes, Ronnie, this installation has been 
formed before with much success, but it 
job that will consume much time and 
However, the results are very gratifying. 
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MERC FOR FORD 
Dear George: 

I have a ’47 Ford 2-door sedan that I 
customizing. I would like to french the h 
lights and would like to know if the ’52 } 
ring will work? Are they the best for this j 
What kind of taillights would you sugges#—— 

Thanks for any information. 

— Tom Reed, 
Burkburnett, Texas 
The deep '52 Merc ring is about the bes! i 
the job, Tom. For the taillights | would sug S 


87” o 


that you try '49 Mercury lenses set in a 
in the rear fenders. 


HOOD HUMP 
Dear George: 

I have a 1949 Ford and I would liki 
know if there is a hood that will fit 
doesn’t have the hump in the middle? 

— Garry Moyer 
Eldred, Pa. 
You are lucky, Garry, in that there is a 
that will fit perfectly on your Ford and do a 
have the hump. Use a ’51 Ford hood to ant 


your problem. NC 
CONTI 


CAR CRANUAR 


lee VP 4 Y, MIDGET rasan 
PARTS OF PROVEN PERFORMANCE AND DEPENDABILITY 


OENIX NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Dec. 29, 1957 
World Record —- Open Fuel 
Car 6X owned by Don Peck 
World Record —- Open Gas 
Car 9V owned by Tally Byors 
These engines still in use—1 year later! 


RLES SCOTT + BOB LEHMANN + TALLY BYARS 




















Ports & 
Price Lists 
upon request 
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Jun tor 


Join in the latest sport with this exact scale replica of the 
famous Devin fiberglass bodied sports cor. Handles like o true 
sports car on miniature road courses, in parking lots, 

oround home. Available os a complete car, separate components 
or body only, the Devin Jr. seats two youngsters 
comfortably, can be geared to reach any speed 
desired from 8 mph to 45 mph. Send $1.00 (refundable 
with purchase} for plans, parts list and descriptive 
literature. Order from this ad. 


pricer Complete car $395° 


87” overall, 31” tread, 49” wheelbase 


Junior 
c 


DEPT. C, 9800 EAST RUSH STREET, EL MONTE, CALIFORNIA 
sae SSSHS STAT TFT FTTH SSS SST TPT T FF SSS FPS esses ses seSesess 


8 —EE—EE 










sf 


wy by a 
\ , 
HY 


ht 






rs var 


an 


' 
iN 
ya 







A New and Easy Method for Striping Your Car 


Designed Specifically for the ‘‘Do It Yourself Fan” 

Reg. Kit Includes: Easy Instructions. Illustrations. 

Patterns. Pro. Brush, Ready-Mixed Striping Paint. 

Specify 1 Color: White. Black, Red $3.00 
a Kit #2 (Reg. Kit Plus 2 Extra Colors) 5.00 
7 Kit #3 (Reg. Kit Plus 14 Special Patterns: 










Eyeballs, Skulls, Spider Webs, Dragons) ce 
Kit #4 (Reg. Kit Plus 3 Colors. Spcl. Patterns) 


Vent Striping x it 
inpO9 N. SAN FERNANDO «+ DEPT. CC-1 ~° BURBANK, CALIF. 
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FREE! 


1959 EDITION 


Send only 25¢ 
te cover handling. 
oe on 


PUAN ILCs 


100°S OF BRAND SAVE UP T0 
NEW PRODUCTS! 50°. & MORE! 


Thousands upon thousands of the top values ir 
Only Finest Quality Tested Products trom our 
stock of over 150000 tems Page upon page 
yam packed with the very newest ifems anc 
preducts toe cat owners Guaranteed Diggrst 
Values ever offered by the great Newhouse or 
ganization Mave the Catalog ms \e4 to you today 


NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES Dept. 954 
5805 £. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calit 


ha ae 
NEW 


Performance Thrill! 
TRACTION-MASTER SHOCK ABSORBERS 


your car's Better, Safer Handling 
Write for details on this sensational 
Genuine Traction-Master product 


Ge er ia. aas) 


ala 


new 


EASTERN H.Q. 


Go. 
KART 


400 , 


Fun and 

thrills for the 

whole family. Up to 38 MPH. Race-Car handling. 
Compiete kit $129.50 at Eastern HQ. Write for 
information. * Own a Kart? Go-Kart Assoc. being 
formed! Register with us! Send name & address. 


CALIFORNIA SPEED & SPORT 
298 Jersey Ave., CC-1 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 


McCulloch Supercharger 


Sales & Service for 
the Southwest 


HENRY’S CUSTOM SHOP 


2312 Victory (64th) Dept. C1 
Galveston, Texas 


CUSTOM QUERIES 


FINNED FENDERS 
Dear George: 

I have a '53 Merc which I am planning 
customize in the near future. I want to fy 
the rear fenders, but don’t know how to gi) 
about it. How much will it cost me if I & 
the job myself? 


— George Tester 
Portland, Oregon 


Well George, you are taking on a mighty bi 
job. My guess at a ‘“‘do-it-yourself"’ job would 
be about $100.00. 


STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 


STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF AUGUST 2/4) 
1912, AS AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF MARCH 3, 
1933, AND JULY 2, 1946 (Title 39, United Stat 
Cede, Section 233) SHOWING THE OWNERSHI?, 
MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCULATION OF CAR CRAF) 
MAGAZINE, published monthly at Los Angele, 
California, for October 1, 1958. 

1. The names and addresses of the publisher, edite, 
and business monogers are: 

Publisher: Robert E. Petersen, 5959 Hollywood Blvd, 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 

Editor: Dick Day, 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angels 
28, Calif. 

Managing editor: Don Evans, 5959 Hollywood Bivd,, 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 

Business manager: T. A. Johnson, 
Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 

2. The owner is: (If owned by a corporation, 
name and address must be stated and also immediately 
thereunder the names and addresses of stockholden 
owning or holding 1 percent or more of total amoutl 
of stock. If not owned by a corporation, the na 
and addresses of the individual owners must be gives 
If owned by a partnership or other unincorporated firn) 
its name and address, as well as that of each ind 
vidval member, must be given.) 

Petersen Publishing Co., 5959 Hollywood Bivd., 
Angeles 28, Collif. 

Robert E. Petersen, 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los As 
geles 28, Calif. 

3. The known bondholders, mortgagees, 
security holders owning or holding 1 percent or mom 
of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securit! 
ore: (If there are none, so state.) 

None. 

4. Paragraphs 2 and 3 include, in cases where thy 
stockholder or security holder appeors upon the boo 
of the company as trustee or in any other fiducic 
relation, the name of the person or corporation 
whom such trustee is acting; also the statements 
the two paragraphs show the offiant’s full knowled 
and belief as to the circumstances and conditions und 
which stockholders and security holders who do 
appear upon the books of the company as trustees, he 
stock and securities in a capacity other than that 
ca bona fide owner. 

5. The average number of copies of each issue 
this publication sold or distributed, through the mail 
or otherwise, to paid subscribers during 12 mon 
preceding the date shown above was: (This informat 
is required from daily, weekly, semiweekly, and 
weekly newspapers only.) 

T. A. JOHNSON, 


Business Manager 
Sworn to ond subscribed before me this 25th de 
of September, 1958. 
J. A. THOMPSON 


(SEAL) (My commission expires May 24, 1962.) 
CAR CRA 


5959 Hollywood 
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ORDER BY MAIL 


CHROME TAPE 
B A GLEAMING SELF STICKING Chrome Tape for thousands of 
qustomizing ideas. FEATURED in May issue of Rod and Cus- 
tom Magazine—Use on dash or outside. Many Household 


Applications. 

CAN BE TINTED WITH KOLOR- 
KROME PAINT— 

Lach Roll Contains 72 yards of 
self sticking tape. 


HONEST Nos. WE PAY POSTAGE 


For All Cars 
with 2 Leaf Springs on Rear. 
Complete with U-Bolts. 
Kit to Lower Rear 
Bumper 2” — $3.95 
Kit to Lower Rear 3” 
$4.50 
Kit to Lower Rear 4” 
$4.95 
State Year and Model Car 
; : 12 Separate Designs 
Per Set 
Colors: Red-Gold-White-Black 
Each set of 12 Designs 
only $1.00 postpaid 


Set of 2 $14.50 
HONEST No. 41 
(State size of Wheel) 


HONEST NEW ITEMS 


ORDER BY MAIL 


KOLOR KROME 


The most sensational customizing product in years 
Featured in recent issues of Rod and Custorn and 
Custom Cars Magazines — Formulated by George 
Barris — Mr. Custom Car hisself — Transparent 
Coloring for Chrome—the (mirror like) reflection 
of chrome shows through— 

4 Dezzling Colors in 16 oz. Spray Can 


KK-3 Oriental Blue 
KK-4 Parisian Green 


16 o2.Can Each $1.98 Postpsid 
For Chrome—Stainiess Steel—Polished Aluminum 


IMPALLA EMBLEM 
Self Sticking 


> 


For All Hub Caps — easily 
attached with screws — 
HONEST No. 77 Each $2.95 


SOM-RAY SPUN ALUMINUM WHEEL DISCS HEAVY GAUGE 
Complete with Screws and Instructions 


FOR i ei | 
DRAGGIN’ vical aw. i 
OR THE = 
STREET - 
Bolt On Type 


NEW LOW PRICE . . . HONEST NO. 49... . $2.95 EACH 


SNAP ON TYPE 
Fit Like Regular Hub Caps 


10° AMMiE KART 1SA8-195% 
Same Quality as our “= 7 & 


Os 


Famous Racing Discs Ril 


14" 15" 16” 
$2.95 Each 
HONEST No. 49A 


Send 25¢ for new 1958 
Surprise Money Saver 
oe 


SEND 25% DEPOSIT ON C. O. D. — SEND 
FULL AMOUNT ON ITEMS MARKED PREPAID 
NO CODs FOR LESS THAN $5.00 


My car is a Year 
Name 


Address 
State 


1-59 
Gvonity] Par Nox [Description rice 





ZIP GRANDEL 
Ya and 2 Midget Safety Harness 


Send for Free Literature 


P.0. Box 4273, Dept. C1, Panorama City 


PHONE EMpire 2-5442 


POWER 
FOR 
YOUR 
GO CART 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


CAST ALUMINUM CLINTON ENGINE 
EXHAUST HEADER $5.95 EA. 
CAST ALUMINUM WESTBEND ENGINE 
EXHAUST HEADER $5.95 EA. 
CAST ALUMINUM CHAIN GUARDS $3.95 EA. 
PRECISION WHEEL BEARING KIT, TWO WHEELS $10.00 
FOUR WHEELS $18.00 
SPUN ALUMINUM RAM-AIR VELOCITY STACK $3.95 EA. 


PALMINI ENGINEERING 
3156 N. San Gabriel Bivd., C-1, So. San Gabriel, Calif. 


PLANS AVAILABLE FOR 


remorteas MOST BEAUTIFUL 
QUARTER MIDGET 


WERNER 


(ut 


FULL 50° WHEELBASE 
Big enough for a 4 midget 
Small enough for a VY, midget 
Plans & Parts List $2.00 
ECONOMY KITS 
ASSEMBLY KIT $330. 
COMPLETE CAR $395. 
Prices F.O.B. Milwaukee 
For further information write: 
WERNER LiI’L CHAMP 


6454 N. 40th Street 
Milwaukee 9, Wisconsin 


SHOW 
CARD 


January 8 thru 11 

San Mateo Fairgrounds, 
San Mateo, California 
CUSTOM ROD & 
SPORTS CAR SHOW 
Harry Costa, P.O. Box 522 


S. San Francisco, Calif. 


February 5, 6, 7, 8,9 

State Fairgrounds 

Sacramento, California 
SACRAMENTO AUTORAMA 
Harold Badgasarian, 6008 - 41st St. 
Sacramento, Calif. 


February 14, thru 22 
Oakland Exposition building 
NATIONAL ROADSTER SHOW 
Mary Slonaker, 321 - 17th St. 
Oakland, Calif. 


COMING ATTRACTION 


Connecticut cutie, Joyce 
Cunliffe, points a finger at 
one of next month’s star 
features — handmade plastic 
taillight lenses! The latest in 
custom car disguises — be on 
band to see bow easy it is to 
shape a pair for your car. 
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So-Thats how | 


its done! 
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your finger-nail. If = can barely 


feel a slight roughnes then the 
mate with the cyl nder wal 


Charlie is showing how to properly hone and this must be done exactly right or the 
cylinders, using, here, a *430 grit stone for —_ job will be spoiled. 


the right finish. This gives excellent break- 
in characteristics to the re-ring job. 


Then install GRANT PISTON RINGS — 
for the best rebuilt engine. Send in the 


. But that’s not all. The next go 4 is to completed coupon below for PROPER 


thoroughly clean out the honed cy 


THE GRANT 
PISTON RING 
COMBINATION 


1. Careful side-sealing of 
this Top Compression ring, 
with its special “dishing” 
action builds and holds 
power. 
2. Grants’ double oil- 
carrying second Compres 
sion ring maintains an 
even distribution of oil on 
cylinder walls and doubly 
insures compression 
sealing. 
3. Grants’ great oil carry 
ing ring controls excess oil 
due to a unique dove-tailed 
design. it's long been used to 


Jinders CYLINDER WALL FINISH. 


Careful engine builders, in all classes of combustion 
engines, are exceedingly critical of cylinder wall finish, 
and once they are satisfied, the next important step is to 
install thoroughly cleaned pistons, with new piston rings . . . 
The rings must fit to exacting clearances, determined by 
their experience, to be right . .. No more, no less. 


“Side clearance” and “wall clearance” make the dif- 
ference between a good ring job and a bad one. 

Rely on GRANT PISTON RINGS to prevent blow- 
by gasses around the back of the rings. 


Satisfaction comes from the power you get, gained 
from the proper cylinder wall finish and piston ring 
clearances. 


Dealers, BE SURE, with GRANT PISTON RINGS... 


gain drag-free liveliness and to cor en * . 2 7. 
rect sluggish engine conditions. Write or give GRANT a call, DUnkirk 7-4213. 


Grant end Grant, 241 N. Westmoreland Ave., Los Angeles 4, Cellif. 


“THE RING LEADER” . 
Gentlemen: Send me a copy of your 
Grants “PROPER CYLINDER WALL FINISH” 


ee - 
ed ADDRESS__ _ 
LA 


241 N. Westmoreland Avenue, los Angeles 4, Calif. Ti enteeee ltrs 








